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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing about Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Studies in Intertextuality 

 
Course Description: 

“Every text has its meaning, therefore, in relation to other texts.” ~ Graham Allen 

Our course will involve you in reading selected works of literature (an epic poem, a play, and two 
novels) intertextually—with a view to how they have at least some of their meaning in other texts. 
Lectures and discussions in the course will begin with two questions: How does intertextuality work? 
Why does intertextuality matter? You will be given opportunities throughout the course to investigate 
different theories of reading literature, to study, discuss, and reflect upon the kinds of writing produced 
by scholars of literature, and to enter the scholarly conversation in the kinds of research approaches 
you will take to writing about literature. 
 
Notes:   
(1) This course meets the new three-credit Faculty of Arts writing requirement       
(2) Recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in English studies 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or exemption  
 
Required Texts: 

 Atwood, Oryx and Crake (Bantam) 
 Macdonald, Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet) (Vintage) 
 Milton, Paradise Lost (Regent) 
 Pullman, The Subtle Knife (Ballantine) 
 Shakespeare, Othello; Romeo and Juliet (tba) 
 Parker, How to Interpret Literature: Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies(OUP) 
 a course package of published articles representing several fields of literary study and 

inquiry: intertextuality; theories of language; environmental studies and ecocriticism; the 
historical dimensions of literature; semiotics; dialogism and parody 

Course Requirements: 

 active learning and effective contributions to class activities 
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 a portfolio of critical  responses to assigned readings, two to be written in class  
 a formal proposal, a bibliography, and a research-based term paper 
 a final essay examination 

 


