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Thinking through Language: Ways of Knowing 

 
Course Description: 
“We live by stories, we also live in them.  One way or another we are living the stories planted in us 
early or along the way, or we are also living the stories we planted – knowingly or unknowingly – in 
ourselves.  We live stories that either give our lives meaning or negate it with meaninglessness.  If we 
change the stories we live by, quite possibly we change our lives.” –                Nigerian storyteller, Ben 
Okri 
 
Texts are cultural artifacts; as such, they make arguments about and against culture and creatively 
detail how humans manifest that culture or worldview.  “Reading and Writing About Literature” is a 
class about the process of reading literature, and the different ways in which people go about making 
meaning of it.  We will entertain ideas of History and histories, performance, tourist, story, belief, re-
cognition, naming, textuality, power, home-making, and region (among others); we will entertain 
Postmodern, Ecocritical, Postcolonial, Feminist, and Native strategies of approach to reading and story; 
we will practice identifying the multiple arguments (or cognitive schema) in each work we read, and 
practice crafting measured, clear, and logical arguments (theses; responses with purpose) about those 
arguments.  By means of significant out-of-class reading, engaging in-class discussions, and writing 
assignments, you will learn how to develop your skills as a reader, writer, critical thinker, and speaker 
not only on and about literature, but any text you encounter. Lastly (and perhaps most importantly), 
this course embraces the idea that writing is thinking, and thinking is writing. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Remembering Babylon – David Malouf 
 Custom Coursepack 
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