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ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Larissa Lai 
Section: 004 
Term: 1 
 

Doubles, Repetition, Mimicry 

 
Course Description: 
Through the study of selected examples of poetry, fiction, and drama, this course will introduce 
students to the fundamentals of the university-level literary study, and furnish them with the skills to 
think and write critically about literature. In lectures and discussions, students will be taught the basic 
concepts of genre and form in literature, and methods of literary analysis to enable them to continue in 
more specialized English courses at the second year or beyond. 
 
This section of ENGL 110 is about the number two. The number two could manifest as repetition, as 
one character mimicking another, as one text mimicking another, or one kind of text mimicking the 
form of another. Is there ever any such thing as an absolutely original work of literature? 
 
The number two could manifest as the question of how different writers deal with the same idea. Is art 
a kind of double for life? Where do our “real lives” take place—in the stories we tell ourselves about our 
lives or in our “actual” experiences? Is there a difference? Is there any such thing as an “original” 
experience, or are our experiences always inflected by culture? 
 
How are the ways in which we understand literary (and not-so-literary) texts determined by the culture 
and historical moment we live in? The number two can also stand for second chances, or alternate 
futures. What happens if we don’t live out the narratives laid out for us through the pressure of cultural 
expectation? 
 
Required Texts: 

 Goto, Hiromi.Chorus of Mushrooms. Edmonton: NeWest, 1994. 
 Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. London: Penguin, 1999. 
 Custom course pack available at the Staples in the UBC Village. 

Required Viewing: 
You are not required to buy the following film, but you must view it: Moulin Rouge. Dir. Baz Luhrman. 
Perf. Ewan McGregor, Nicole Kidman, John, Leguizamo, Jim Broadbent, Richard Roxburgh. Bazmark 
Films, 2001. 


