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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 120: Literature and Criticism (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Literature Looks at Soldiers, Civilians, Peace, and War 

 
Course Description: 

For every year of peace there have been four hundred years of war. ~ Margaret Atwood 

English 120 is an enriched course in English studies meant for students with a passion for reading and 
an openness to studying texts from more than one angle or critical perspective. In our weekly lectures 
and discussions, you will be encouraged to read a selection of works looking at war and peace, to 
reflect on and practise a variety of critical approaches to these texts, and to extend your abilities and 
your confidence as thinkers, speakers, and writers about literary texts and the questions they raise 
about our world and about other worlds outside our own time and place. The three novels, the play, 
and the book-length poem on the course reading list represent a variety of literary genres and lend 
themselves to study, discussion, and analysis from a number of different critical and cultural 
perspectives. They remind us that English studies are multidisciplinary—that is, the simple acts of 
reading, discussing, and writing about a poem, a play, or a novel provide opportunities to explore 
literature’s links to a myriad of disciplines, among them science, linguistics, psychology, philosophy, 
history, geography, politics, economics, music, religious studies, women’s studies, and cultural studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
a final grade of “A” in English 12 or “B+” in English Literature 12 
 
Required Texts: 

 Cooper, Helen, ed. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Oxford UP) 
 Ellis, Parvana’s Journey (Groundwood) 
 Findley, The Wars (Penguin) 
 Galloway, Steven. The Cellist of Sarajevo (Knopf Canada) 
 Shaw, Saint Joan (Penguin) 

Course Requirements: 

 active learning and effective contributions to activities in lectures and discussion groups 
 two essays to be written in class 
 a term paper 
 a final essay examination 


