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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 221: Literature in Britain: the 18th Century to the 
Present (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Sean Somers 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
English 221 provides students with a survey of British poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fictional prose 
from the 18th century to the present. This course, together with the required English 220, is one of 
four 200-level courses that may be taken to be eligible for an English major with a literature 
emphasis. [Students who took UBC's ENGL 201 prior to 2002-03 are not required to take 
ENGL 221.] 
 
Second year historical survey courses (like this one) are intended to introduce you to literary activity 
over a broad time-span.  Thus, a survey—in my opinion—should supply you with varying 
understandings of the political, philosophical, and social contexts in which the texts were 
created.  Although we will do some close reading in this course, I prefer to place a great deal of focus 
on the situations in which these works authored (and to which these works are addressing).  My goal is 
to provide you with a diverse intellectual background, as preparation for the more theme-specific 
studies that are typical of upper-division coursework (and beyond.)  This means that, to some extent, 
we must sacrifice depth for the sake of breadth.   But that’s what a survey is for – a tour, a panorama 
of sights, a journey of exposure.  I have my own particular interests as a scholar:  multilingual 
comparative work, philosophical connections in literature, and transnational exchange.  But I will 
discuss many other topics, perspectives, and theories as well.  Ultimately, I invite you to secure your 
own niche of interest, to develop focus in the areas that most intrigue you.  I consider it my role, in 
English 221, to introduce to you as wide a field of scholarly enquiry as possible.   But this is a 
survey.  And you may pursue any avenue or alleyway that appeals to you in particular. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 
TBA 
 
Course Requirements: 
a minimum of one in-class essay, one home essay, and a final essay examination 


