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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 221: Literature in Britain: the 18th Century to the 
Present (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Tara Lee 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Monstrous Performances:  
Examining Identity Maintenance and Otherness in British Literature 

 
Course Description: 
What it was, whether beast or human being, one could not, at first sight, tell: it grovelled, seemingly, 
on all fours; it snatched and growled like some strange wild animal: but it was covered with clothing; 
and a quantity of dark, grizzled hair, wild as a mane, hid its head and face (Brontë 293) 
 
This course will explore the hidden “monstrous” in British Literature through a selection of prose, 
poetic, and dramatic works. It will begin in the present with a consideration of 21st century London 
where technology, pop culture, and the global marketplace reign supreme. The text will get us to 
consider how identities function in a supposedly multicultural society. What has become monstrous? 
What has become Other in this celebration of difference? 
 
It will then move onto the eighteenth century to consider both the expression and regulation of 
sexuality. How are disruptive sexual desires contained and/or suppressed? How do women with excess 
desire become monstrous, and what fate awaits these aberrants? We will then look at Jane Eyre as we 
consider questions of Empire, slavery, and the perceived animal passions of the Other that threaten the 
sanctity of the “home.” Oscar Wilde’s play The Importance of Being Earnest will then get us talking 
about public identity performances that ensure order and clear demarcations in terms of threatening 
class, gender, and sexuality blurrings. 
 
The course will conclude by giving space to repressed, silenced, and previously colonized voices 
through Derek Walcott’s play Dreams on Monkey Mountain. We will tackle the supposed monstrosity of 
race, and the fraught attempts to grapple with a colonial legacy. This final text will invite us to think 
about British identities past and present, as well as take us back to our initial questions concerning 
identity performance and language. 
 
Students are encouraged to have the first text read by the beginning of the term. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
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Required Texts: 

 Gautam Malkani Londonstani 
 Eliza Haywood Love in Excess 
 Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being Earnest 
 Charlotte Bronte Jane Eyre 
 Mary Shelley Frankenstein 
 Derek Walcott Dream on Monkey Mountain 

Course Requirements: 

 10% Participation and Attendance 
 25% In-Class Essay 
 35% Home Essay 
 30% Final Exam 

 

 


