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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 222: Literature in Canada (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Alexander Hart 
Section: 004 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
This course is an introduction to the reading, enjoying, and critical study of Canadian Literature—poetry 
and prose fiction (and non-fiction)—from the earliest examples to the present.  Since well before the 
Confederation of 1867, various versions, visions, and constructions of the nation of “Canada” have 
been debated.  The amorphous beginnings of what is now both a “nation” and a “national” literature 
began to coalesce after 1867 and solidified during Canada’s involvement in World War I.  The vexed 
question of “Canadian identity,” however, has become an ongoing and unanswered riddle.  The nature 
and definition of the country, its literature, and its identity constitute a philosophical, psychological, 
political, cultural, and emotional debate which often finds literary expression.  With the legislation and 
implementation of the contentious and problematic official governmental policy of multiculturalism, this 
debate has become more complex and, often, more acrimonious.  The course includes the work of 
both ethnic majority and ethnic minority writers, those who have been included in the canon of 
Canadian Literature and those who have been marginalized. 
 
A close critical reading of several examples of Canadian poetry and prose will highlight important 
thematic and technical concerns.  The multiple cultural and geographical influences—French, British, 
American, Native, ethnic, regional—of which the country consists and the political and historical 
background will also be examined and discussed. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Bennett, Donna, and Russell Brown, eds.  An Anthology of Canadian Literature in English, 
3rd ed. (Oxford, 2010) 

 King, Thomas.  Green Grass, Running Water (HarperPerennial, 1994) 
 Richler, Mordecai.  Barney’s Version (Knopf Canada, 1997) 
 Various handouts 

Course Requirements: 
Each student is expected to participate fully in all class activities (reading, writing, discussion, groups, 
Vista, etc.).  Each student will sit the Mid-Term Examination, write a Term Paper, keep a Response 
Journal, participate in the online component of the course through Vista, give a collaborative oral 
presentation, and sit the Final Examination. 
 
Attendance: 
Because English 222 is conducted as a participatory, hands-on course, regular and punctual attendance 
is mandatory.  To succeed in this course, students must attend every class, on time, and well prepared, 
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participate co-operatively in group work, and consistently contribute to the initiating and sustaining of 
small-group, class, and Vista discussions.  Please register for this course only if you are able to 
make this commitment. 


