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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 222: Literature in Canada (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 005 
Term: 2 
 

Place and Space in Canadian Literature 

 
Course Description: 
What, then, is the nature of places? Why do some locations resonate more deeply within us than 
others? Why do we remember some places as nurturing? What is it in certain areas that fosters 
community—and in others mitigates against it? ~Avi Friedman, A Place in Mind 

They had their being once / and left a place to stand on .~Al Purdy, “Roblin’s Mills” 
 
This section of Literature in Canada will make use of architect Avi Friedman’s questions about place, 
location, and community and of poet Al Purdy’s words about ancestors and place as it focuses on a 
selection of texts (fiction, drama, poetry, critical essays) produced by the writers of Canada. We will 
consider individuals and communities in the variety of geographical contexts and historical moments 
featured in Canada’s literature, and as we do, your reading, discussion, research, and writing around 
these texts will allow you to investigate in depth the ways in which accounts of places and spaces 
reveal and reflect the growing multiplicity and complexity of Canadian life from the beginning of the 
last century through the first years of this new century. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Moss and Sugars, eds. Canadian Literature in English: Texts and Contexts, VOL. 2 (Penguin) 
 Atwood, Strange Things: The Malevolent North in Canadian Literature (Virago) 
 Lawson, Crow Lake (Random) 
 Lill, Chimera (Talon) 
 Taylor, Stanley Park (Random) 

Course Requirements: 

 active engagement in and contribution to the work of the class 
 a critical summary of an article in the field of Canadian literary studies 
 a midterm essay test 
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 a literary research paper (with a formal proposal, a bibliography, and an abstract) 
 a final essay examination 

 

 


