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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 225: Poetry (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Gillian Jerome 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Poetry in Community 

 
Course Description: 
Community Service Learning Course 
 
Popular conceptions of poets as outsiders, rebels, narcissists, decadents, and enfants terribles find 
evidence in the lives of major poets with tremendous talent, poets whose work we read in anthologies 
because it has captured a widespread readership over time. Equally common in the life and work of 
great poets, often the same poets, is evidence that finds them actively engaged in community, civic life 
and public consciousness. 
 
What is the role of poetry in our community? We’ll begin this highly participatory class with Neruda’s 
suggestion that poetry like bread, should be shared by everyone: “scholars, peasants, by all our vast, 
incredible extraordinary family of humanity.” We will read closely the work of five poets together in this 
class (William Carlos Williams, Sylvia Plath, Dionne Brand, Allen Ginsberg, Frederico Garcia Lorca) and 
think about how they negotiate what American poet Carolyn Forche calls “the social”—that is, public, 
civic, historical and cultural life—the various expressions of human desire to share our interior lives 
(thoughts, values, visions) with others. We’ll also explore the various ways those poems or poets 
participate in community. 
 
We will follow up on our own questions about the relationship between poetry and community by 
teaching poetry to kids at Nootka Elementary school in East Vancouver once a week for an hour and 
integrate that experience into our classroom thinking and writing. The community service at Nootka is 
a mandatory component of this course, and no prior experience teaching children is required though 
it’s always welcomed. Keep in mind that you will be thoroughly guided through the process of learning 
to teach poetry to children and supported in your teaching experience. 
 
Learning Objectives Related to Course Content: 
Come prepared to learn about how poems work, how to read them closely, how to ask and begin to 
answer questions of the poems we encounter, how to think about poetry as thinking, how to recite 
poetry and talk about it, how to write poems and how to share poetry with others. 
 
Class discussions will depend on people who are committed to and feel accountable for the creation of 
a vibrant, inquisitive and egalitarian scholarly community in the classroom. You will be asked to engage 
rigorously with the poems we study together, develop the lines of enquiry we fashion as a class and 
learn the required practices for scholarly enquiry and documentation. 
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Learning Objectives for Community Service work: 

 Demonstrate proficiency in designing lesson plans for children according to grade level 
 Teach basic poetry concepts such as metaphor, rhythm, tone, rhyme and imagery to kids 
 Teach interesting and dynamic classes that motivate kids to write 
 Develop critical acumen for reflecting on how our community work connects to our course 

work and what it means to “learn by doing” 
 Demonstrate professional skills such as punctuality, time management and planning, 

relationship building with community partners (i.e. children, teacher and principal) and 
effective communication skills with fellow students, the professor, children, and community 
partners 

Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Course Requirements: 

 How Poems Work (a one-page close reading, 2 in total): 20% 
 Research Paper (5-7 pages) *optional collaboration: 20%  
 Community Service + Reflections: 30% 
 Final Exam: 30% 

 

 


