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ENGL 228B: Topics in Literary and Cultural Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Adam Frank 
Section: 002 
Term: 2 
 

On Television 

 
Course Description: 
This course takes up television (specifically, North American television) as an object of investigation 
and a subject for criticism. But television, it turns out, is a slippery, messy medium, one that is difficult 
to approach critically. Our method will be to approach television directly as well as through reading 
novels (including a graphic novel), a short story, and films, as well as critical and historical writing on 
television. Such writing is often accompanied by heated emotional relations to television: sexual 
fantasy and political anxiety, varieties of excitement and contempt, and ironic reflexivity. The goal of 
the course is to develop skills of attention that will permit us to approach television critically, and to 
understand why it has been so difficult to do so. Along the way we will consider television as a set of 
technologies, a set of institutions, a set of programming practices, and a set of experiences of 
watching, listening, and feeling.  
 
The course format will combine lectures with class discussion. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 
(SUBJECT TO REVISION) 
 
The following texts are required and available at the UBC Bookstore. 

 Daniel Clowes, Ghostworld (Fantagraphics, 1997) 
 Marshall McLuhan, The Medium Is the Massage (Penguin, 2003) 
 Tania Modleski, Loving with a Vengeance (Routledge, 2007) 
 Jacqueline Susann, The Love Machine (Tiger LLC, 1997) 
 Andy Warhol, The Philosophy of Andy Warhol (from A to B and Back Again) (Penguin, 2007) 

A coursepack, also required, is available at the bookstore.  
 
A number of films are either recommended or required for this course. We will arrange viewing times, 
but if you cannot make these, you are still responsible for watching the film. 


