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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 230A: Biblical and Classical Backgrounds (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Elizabeth Ludlow 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

The Art of Narrative in Biblical and Classical Literature 

 
Course Description: 
This course examines the literary qualities in the two major traditions that have influenced the 
development of literature in English: Biblical texts and classical writing, including Greek and Roman 
myths. By reading several Bible texts alongside a number of myths and tales of the ancient world, 
students will be encouraged consider the development and utilization of various genres and narrative 
techniques. By the end of the course, students should have developed the ability to analyze and 
discuss the poetics and the literary shape of a number of Biblical and classical texts. In turn, this ability 
will enable a greater understanding of the literary inheritance and practice of authors writing in English 
from the medieval era to the present day 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Sophocles, Antigone; Oedipus the King; Electra, trans. H.D.F Kitto (Oxford World’s Classics) 
 Homer, Odyssey, trans. Robert Fagles (Penguin) 
 Ovid, Metamorphoses, trans. David Raeburn (Penguin) 
 Augustine, Confessions (Oxford World’s Classics) 
 The Bible: Authorized King James Version (Oxford World’s Classics Edition with an 

introduction by Robert Carroll and Stephen Prickett) 

Course Requirements: 

 Mid-term exam 
 Research paper 
 Final Exam 
 Participation in class discussions and group presentations 

 

 


