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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 311: History and Theory of Rhetoric – The Later Theory  
(3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Segal 
Section: 001 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
Rhetoric is the art of persuasion and the study of that art. This course examines rhetorical theory from 
the first century CE to the present, focusing on questions of knowledge, authority, and belief. For 
example, we consult the fourth book of Augustine’s On Christian Doctrine to see how a theory of 
persuasion is mobilized to support an art of preaching. We survey Medieval, Renaissance, and 
Enlightenment rhetorics, pausing to consider how rhetoric came, in the seventeenth century, to serve 
the goals of science. We study rhetoric as composition instruction in the nineteenth century, and 
rhetoric as social/epistemological theory in the twentieth. Twentieth-century rhetorical theory, 
especially, supplies the terms for the study of persuasion in everyday life. 
 
Like English 310 (Classical Rhetoric), English 311 does its work by moving its attention back and forth 
between, on the one hand, historical figures and periods, and, on the other, contemporary persuasion 
in realms of advertising, politics, popular culture, and science and technology. 
 
English 310 is excellent preparation for English 311, but it is NOT a prerequisite for it. English 311 
includes as much of an introduction to rhetorical theory as is needed to do the work of the course. 
 
Required Texts: 
A custom course packet will include historical readings by such authors as Augustine, Pierre de Ramée, 
Thomas Wilson, George Campbell, Hugh Blair, Richard Weaver, Chaim Perelman, and Kenneth Burke—
as well as recent readings by such authors as Richard Katula (on rhetoric and emotion), Michael 
Halloran (on rhetoric of science), and Celeste Condit (on selling the idea of the gene).    
 
Course Requirements: 

 Three short reading responses - 15%, 20%, and 20% (respectively) 
 Final exam - 35% 
 Participation - 10% 

 


