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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 321: English Grammar and Usage (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Ina Biermann 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
The English 321 course provides an introduction to English grammar and usage. When we use 
language to communicate with others, we are (consciously or unconsciously) applying our knowledge 
of English grammar in order to make ourselves understood and to communicate effectively. In this 
course, grammar is viewed as a set of rules which allow us to combine words   in specific ways, but 
prevents us from combining them in other ways. The approach to grammar is fundamentally 
descriptive, but some attention will be paid to prescriptive rules. The course includes the study of 
sentences and their constituents (parts of speech). Exercises in class and monthly tests will be given, in 
which sentences and chunks of discourse will be analysed, with a view to studying the structure and 
function of words, phrases and clauses in the context of their usage. 
 
Objectives: 
After completing this course, you should have acquired the necessary linguistic tools to identify and 
describe the characteristic grammatical structures in English and to describe some of the salient effects 
of the usage of derived or deviant structures in various communicative situations. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of First Year English are required. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Geoffrey Leech, Margaret Deuchar and Robert Hoogenraad 2006 English Grammar for Today: A 
New Introduction. Revised ed. London & Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (EGFT). 

Recommended Texts: 

 Leech, Geoffrey, Benita Cruickshank and Roz Ivanič. An A-Z of English Grammar and 
Usage.  Harlow: Pearson / Longman, 2001. 

Course Requirements: 
For this course, regular class attendance is crucial as successive exercises and the tests build upon 
each other, forming an integrated whole. Grading will be done by means of the monthly tests (Midterm 
#1 and Midterm #2) and a final exam (Test #3). In the event that you may have missed a test 
because of illness or other reasons, you should let me know as soon as possible to make arrangements 
to make up for the missed work. Please note: everything covered in the course is required for purposes 
of the final exam and will feature in it, directly or indirectly. 
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Grading structure: 
Midterm #1: 33.3% 
Midterm #2: 33.3% 
Final exam: 33.3% 
 
Please take note of the following important information: 
The departmental attendance policy: 

 Students who miss classes because of a disability and who are registered with the Disability 
Resource Centre are given reasonable accommodation, which is to be negotiated at the 
beginning of the course between the student, the DRC, and the instructor. Please make sure 
that you see me as soon as possible after the beginning of term if you are registered with 
the DRC, preferably within the first week of classes. 

 Students missing 40% or more of the classes, regardless of whether their absences are 
avoidable or unavoidable, will be considered unable to meet the "learning outcomes" of the 
course and will be excluded from the final examination. 

 Instructors are under no obligation to re-teach material that has already been taught in a 
regularly scheduled class. 

 Academic concessions regarding observance of religious holidays:  Students are required to provide at 
least TWO WEEKS prior notice in writing (preferably earlier) of their intention to absent themselves 
under the university policy on religious holidays. Detailed information is available in the regular printed 
version of the 2009/10 Calendar and also at http://www.universitycounsel.ubc.ca/policies/policy65.pdf . 
Opportunity will be provided for students to make up work or examinations missed without penalty. 

 

 

SYLLABUS: ENGLISH 321:001 
English Grammar and Usage (Fall 2010) 

Sep. 7: Introduction; the descriptive approach 
to grammar and usage 
Sep. 9: Language variation 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 1 
 
Sep. 14: The structure of words: simple and 
complex words 
Sep. 16: Word formation principles and 
application 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 2 

 
Sep. 21: Last date for withdrawal without “W”  
Sep. 21: Sentences and their parts 
Sep. 23: Parts of speech; form and function 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 3 
 
Sep. 28: Parts of speech: the open classes 
Sep. 30: The closed classes 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 4 
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Oct. 5: Phrases: main and subordinate  
Oct. 7: Phrase classes 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 5 
 
Oct. 12: Review: parsing simple sentences 
Oct. 14: Test #1 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 1 - Ch. 5 
 
Oct. 19: Parsing simple sentences 
Oct. 21: Clause structure 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 6 – Ch. 7 
 
Oct. 26: Introducing complex sentences  
Oct. 28: Subordination and coordination 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 6 – Ch. 7 
 
Nov. 2: Complex sentences: finite clauses 
Nov. 4: Finite clauses continued 
Reading: Ch. 8 
 

Nov. 9: Complex sentences: non-finite clauses 
Nov. 11: Test #2  
Reading: EGFT: Ch.5-8 
 
Nov. 16: Non-finite clauses continued  
Nov. 18: Parsing complex sentences 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 8 
 
Nov. 23 Analysing speech and writing 
Nov. 25: Working with literary discourse; 
applications of grammar: discourse analysis; 
problems of 
usage                                              
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 12 – Ch. 13 
 
Nov. 30: Grammar and composition 
Dec. 2: Review 
FINAL EXAM 
(Dec. 7-21 inclusive) 
Reading: EGFT: Ch. 1 – Ch. 13 

Please note that the schedule is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 


