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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 322A: Stylistic Variation (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Ina Biermann 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
The course offers an introduction to stylistics, which is viewed in this course mainly as the study of the 
language of literary texts. This comprises three main activities:identifying specific linguistic 
features, analyzing these linguistically and interpreting their communicative function in the reading 
and understanding of the text.  
 
The course has three main parts, relating to the three genres of poetic, narrative and dramatic texts. 
For each genre, we study some of the important stylistic features and analyze a number of texts 
demonstrating them. Two principles will inform the analyses: these are the tendency towards extra 
regularity, or parallelism, and that toward irregularity, or deviation. These two tendencies underlie 
many of the communicative devices in literary texts. Although the data are mainly literary, the 
principles and methods of stylistic analysis are suitable for the description and understanding of non-
literary communication, and some such examples are included in the illustrations. 
 
The course is offered from a descriptive perspective, an approach not situated exclusively in any 
specific linguistic theory. Much of the activity in the course involves attentive reading of literary texts, 
by means of exercises to be assigned in class and for homework. 
 
Prerequisites: 
English 329 or 321, Linguistics 200/201 or 420 or equivalent courses are recommended. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Simpson, Paul Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students. London & New York: Routledge, 
2004. 

 Short, Mick Exploring the Language of Poems, Plays and Prose. London and New York: 
Routledge,1996. 

Recommended Texts: 

 Leech, Geoffrey, Margaret Deuchar and Robert Hoogenraad English Grammar for Today. 
2nd ed. Houndmills, Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave, 2006. 
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Course Requirements: 
The course mark is based on: 

1. Exercises in class (available online at https://www.elearning.ubc.ca).  At least 15 sets of 
exercises are to be completed in class by each group. Ongoing throughout the term. - 15% 

2. Workshop 1:    Oct. 12-14  - 15% 
3. Term paper proposal (presentation): Oct. 21 - 2% 
4. Workshop 2: Oct. 2-4 - 15% 
5. Term paper: Nov. 30Â - 18% 
6. Presentation illustrating one finding from the term paper - 5% 
7. Final exam (date to be announced) - 30% 

Objectives: By the end of the course, you should be able to give a general account of the main 
principles and procedures involved in describing the style of a text. You should also have acquired a 
substantial amount of linguistic terminology and skills for the analysis of literary examples, being able 
to apply the principles and skills you have learned, and to have learnt to use them to hone your 
interpretative accuracy and scope when reading literature. 
 
Please note: Regular class attendance and continued effort are vital. (Please see the detailed 
notes below about the policy regarding class attendance.) The required skills can only be mastered if 
you attend class regularly and are committed to doing the reading and exercises that are assigned at a 
steady pace throughout the course. Class attendance is particularly crucial in the case of the two 
workshops and the presentation of the findings from your final report. These grades are based on class 
participation and cannot be made up at a later date. 

 
Please take note of the following important information: 

THE DEPARTMENTAL ATTENDANCE POLICY 

 Students who miss classes because of a disability and who are registered with the Disability 
Resource Centre are given reasonable accommodation, which is to be negotiated at the 
beginning of the course between the student, the DRC, and the instructor. Please make sure 
that you see me as soon as possible after the beginning of term if you are registered with the 
DRC, preferably within the first week of classes. 

 Students missing 40% or more of the classes, regardless of whether their absences are 
avoidable or unavoidable, will be considered unable to meet the "learning outcomes" of the 
course and will be excluded from the final examination. 

 Instructors are under no obligation to re-teach material that has already been taught in a 
regularly scheduled class. 

ACADEMIC CONCESSIONS REGARDING OBSERVANCE OF RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
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 Students are required to provide at least TWO WEEKS prior notice in writing (preferably earlier) 
of their intention to absent themselves under the university policy on religious holidays. Detailed 
information is available in the regular printed version of the 2010/11 Calendar and also at 
http://www.universitycounsel.ubc.ca/policies/policy65.pdf . 

 Opportunity will be provided for students to make up work or examinations missed without 
penalty. 

Term paper: Stylistic analysis – due on Nov. 30 (20% of final grade: 18% + 2%) 

Length: 1,500 words (approximately) 
One to two minute proposal of a topic for your term paper: March 4 (worth 2% of final grade) 

Select a passage or a complete narrative text, no longer than 4 or at the most 5 pages of double-
spaced typing or exceeding 2,000 words.  Your paper should be a detailed stylistic analysis of the 
text. Remember to include a copy of your chosen text when you hand in the paper! 

The following points should be borne in mind: 

 Concentrate on the features of the text that you consider to be most relevant to the 
understanding of the text. 

 Follow relevant principles as summarized in the checklists at the end of the appropriate 
chapters in Short. 

 Do a detailed and exhaustive analysis of the various linguistic features of the text, making your 
work as concrete and substantial as possible. 

 Demonstrate each point by quoting examples and describing the communicative strategies that 
are employed in detail. 

 Relate your analysis to the meaning of the text, showing how your insight into the language of 
the text informs the literary communication. 

 Ensure that your essay is a coherent and well-structured essay. 

You are welcome to consult me about your choice of a passage. I look forward to learning what texts 
are interesting to you. 

 

 

SYLLABUS: ENGLISH 322A: 001 
Stylistics (Fall  2010) 

Sep. 7: Introduction to the course 
Sep. 9: What is stylistics? 
Online exercises discussed in class 

Reading: Short Ch 1 
 
Sep. 14: Stylistics and levels of language 
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Sep. 16: Foregrounding: repetition and 
variation 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson 5-9; Short Ch 2 
 
*Sep. 21: Last day for withdrawal without a 
“W” 
Sep.21: Parallelism 
Sep. 23: Style variation 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson 9-14; Short Ch. 
 
Sep. 28: Sound in poetry 
Sep. 30: Patterns of sound, intonation and 
interpretation 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson 14-18; Short Ch 4 
 
Oct. 5: Rhythm and metre in poetry 
Oct. 7: Doing a full stylistic analysis and 
interpretation of a sample text 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson Units 1-4; Short Ch. 1-5 
 
Oct. 12 & 14: Workshop: A stylistic analysis 
of a poetic text (15%) 
Instructions online 
Reading: Simpson Units 1-4; Short Ch. 1-5 
Oct. 13: Last day for withdrawal with a “W” 
 
Oct. 19: Dramatic texts as conversational texts; 
speech acts 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Oct. 21: 1-2 minute presentations of term 
paper proposals to the class and 
discussion and analysis in small groups 
(2%) 
Turn-taking and politeness 
Reading: Simpson 34-8; 85-8; 136-8; Short Ch 

6 
 
Oct. 26: Turn-taking and politeness 
Oct. 28: Assumptions and presuppositions; 
inference of meaning; online exercises 
discussed in class 
Reading: Short Ch 6-7; starting on Ch  8 
 
Nov. 2 & 4: Workshop: A stylistic analysis of a 
scene from a dramatic text based on a scene 
viewed in class (15%) 
Reading: Simpson 34-8; 85-8; 136-8;  
Short Ch 6-8 
 
Nov. 9: Narrative texts and their discourse 
situation 
Nov. 11: Story and plot 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson 18-21; 70-74; Short Ch 9 
 
Nov. 16: Point of view: focalizers and narrators 
Nov. 18: Viewpoint, time manipulation and 
characterization; linguistic indicators of point of 
view; online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson Unit 8; Short Ch 9 – 10 
 
Nov. 23: Speech and thought presentation in 
narrative texts 
Nov. 25: Analysis of speech and thought 
presentation in narrative 
Online exercises discussed in class 
Reading: Simpson Unit 8; Short Ch 10 – 11 
 
? Term paper DUE (18%) – Nov. 30 
Nov. 30 & Dec. 2: Presentations: illustrating 
one finding from your term paper (5%) 
Dec. 7-21 exam period: Final examination 
date t.b.a. 

 

Please note that the schedule is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 


