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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 330A: The Structure of Modern English – Sounds and 
Words (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Laurel Brinton 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
N.B. This course is not open to students who have taken ENGL 329. 
 
In this course, we study the principles by which contemporary English operates (up to the level of the 
word). We begin with a study of the articulation of speech sounds in English and methods of their 
phonetic transcription; we consider both the distinctive sounds of English and possible sound 
combinations in the language (phonology). We turn next to an analysis of the meaningful units in 
language and processes of word formation in English (morphology) as well as the classification of 
English words and their grammatical modification. We then consider both traditional and structural 
approaches to the question of word meaning (semantics), giving some attention to cognitive 
approaches to meaning. 
 
In English 330, emphasis is placed upon the description of English rather than on any particular theory 
of linguistics. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of first-year ENGL, ARTS, ASTU, or FDNS and third-year standing or beyond.  
No previous linguistics or language course is required. ENGL 330 and 331 may be taken concurrently or 
in reverse sequence. 
 
Required Texts: 

 L.J. Brinton and D.M. Brinton, The Structure of Modern English (2010). 

Course Requirements: 
The written work required in this course includes: 

1. three unit tests. These will be non-comprehensive; each will be worth 31% of the final mark. 
The third test is scheduled during the December examination period. The in-class tests will be 
similar in kind to the homework exercises, including fill-in-the-blank type questions, brief 
problems, short answer/essay questions, and definitions. You must sit every test to pass the 
course. 

2. three self-testing exercises. Students will be required to turn in one completed self-testing 
exercise per unit. This will be checked off as completed but will not be graded. They are worth 
7% of the final mark. Late self-testing exercises will NOT be accepted. 
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All of the self-testing homework exercises (on a website accompanying the textbook) listed on the 
syllabus should be completed. Time will be allotted in class for going over the exercises. 
 
Nature of the Course 
This course will require you to learn a body of factual information and a technical vocabulary, to use 
your problem-solving abilities in applying the concepts learned to the analysis of concrete examples, 
and to acquire a set of skills, including phonetic transcription. 

Format of the Course 
The course will be primarily lecture with question and answer. If time permits, there may be some 
opportunity for group work on exercises in class. 

Practical applications of the course 
Because of the understanding of the language imparted by this course, it has practical applications for 
the teaching of English, either to those for whom English is a native language or those for whom it is 
an additional language. It also has applications for the stylistic analysis of texts (literary or non-literary) 
since it provides the precise concepts and necessary language for discussing language in a precise way. 
The course also has value for those who intend to teach writing to others, but it is not intended to 
assist in the improving of one’s own writing. 

 

 

 


