
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 348C: Shakespeare and the Renaissance (6 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. K. Sirluck 
Section: 002 
Term: 1-2 
 
Course Description: 
This course is intended to present the plays of Shakespeare in the context of a small number of other 
Renaissance dramatic and non-dramatic works.  Attention will also be given to cultural history, 
including the negotiations of class and gender identity so crucial in this period.  We will also consider 
contemporary religious, philosophical, and political controversy; and various aspects of domestic life 
and social relations relevant for understanding the plays. We will approach the plays using a variety of 
critical tools and methods, remembering to encounter these texts as interactive works of 
imagination.  Finally, we will strive to remain aware of the plays as theatre, and of the conditions 
governing theatrical production and performance in Shakespeare’s England.  Shakespeare’s theatre can 
be seen as a marginal or liminal space wherein the dilemmas of his time and now of our own can be 
evoked and given form; where competing cultural voices find expression; where “things as they are” 
can be challenged by the very manner of their representation.  The dramatic poetry of Shakespeare is 
both historical document and unfinished experiment – a boundlessly eventful experiential realm. 
 
Students will study twelve plays, four with somewhat lighter classroom coverage. Two of the latter will 
be non-Shakespearean plays.   In addition, to enhance our understanding of the dramatic texts in their 
time, we will discuss very brief selections from the following works by important figures of the English 
and Continental Renaissance: 
 
Pico della Mirandola’s On the Dignity of Man, Florio’s translation of Montaigne’s Essays, 
Machiavelli’s The Prince and The Discourses, Francis Bacon’s Novum Organum, and John Donne’s First 
Anniversary. 
 
Required Texts: 
First Term: 

 Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part 1, Julius Caesar, Twelfth Night, Hamlet, Measure for Measure 
 Thomas Middleton and William Rowley, The Changeling 

Second Term: 

 Shakespeare, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear, Cymbelline, The Winter’s Tale 
 Ben Jonson, The Alchemist 

 



 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

Course Requirements: 
Students will be asked to write two in-class essays and two term papers, as well as a December exam 
and a final exam. 
 
Each member of the class will be required to participate in the classroom performance of a scene or 
part of a scene from one of the plays on our list.  Students may choose to act, direct, or work on 
costumes and props.  For anyone who is utterly opposed to being involved in performance, there is 
another option: you may write a review (1 or 2 pages) of any performance of a Shakespeare play 
which you have seen recently, on film or in the theatre. The purpose of this exercise is to encourage 
the reception of Shakespeare’s dramatic art as theatre, rather than as literature written for the page. A 
bibliographical guide to Shakespeare scholarship will be distributed in the third week of term. 


