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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 406B: Studies in Prose Fiction (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 001 
Term: 2 
 

Fiction and Worlds of Trouble 

 
Course Description: 
 “If, with its immense rhetorical resources, narrative is an instrument of power, it is often about power 
as well. This is because, in almost any narrative of any interest, there is conflict in which power is at 
stake.” ~Porter Abbott 
 
In this section of the course, we will study a selection of short stories and novels focussed on troubled 
times and on trouble spots in Canada and the world beyond our borders. Classes and primary readings 
will explore the ways in which narrative works to engage readers in stories of power and conflict. 
Secondary readings along with research and writing assignments for the course will give you an 
opportunity to consider elements of narrative as well as theories of reading and interpretation as they 
have been articulated by readers, writers, and critics particularly in the twentieth century and in the 
first years of the twenty-first century. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of First Year English or the equivalent and 3rd year standing 
 
Required Texts: 
[please check back in October for a final update of this preliminary list] 

 Atwood, Oryx and Crake (Bantam) 
 Farrell, Troubles (NYRB) 
 Mistry, A Fine Balance (McClelland) 
 Munro, My Best Stories (Penguin) 
 O’Neill, Netherland (Random) 
 Ondaatje, Anil’s Ghost (Random) 
 Ravel, Ten Thousand Lovers (Review) 
 a selection of readings in narrative theory 
 Recommended reading: Abbott, The Cambridge Introduction to Narrative, 2nd ed. 

Course Requirements: 

 active engagement in and contribution to the work of the class 
 a critical reading assignment 
 a midterm essay test 
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 a research paper (with a formal proposal, a bibliography, and an abstract) 
 a final essay examination 

 


