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Science Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
Orson Scott Card’s definition “Science Fiction is about what could be but isn’t; Fantasy is about 
what couldn’t be” is just a beginning.  This survey will consider the history of SF in terms of the 
discussions around what defines science fiction and its proliferating subgenres, including hard SF, lablit, 
feminist science fiction, cyberpunk, steampunk, and NewWave. It will also consider what distinguishes 
it from literature and its subgenres, including Utopian and dystopian fictions, folk tales, “trickster” 
stories, and magic realism.  Carl Freedman says, after Darko Suvin, that SF is the “literature of 
cognitive estrangement,” and that “The science-fictional world is not only one different in time or place 
from our own, but one whose chief interest is precisely the difference that such a difference 
makes.”  Although science and literature have often been represented as an binary, Susan Squier and 
others argue that they have been opposed so as to facilitate the feminized work of literature in forging 
identifications and the masculinized work of science in “naturalizing” technology.  The role of science 
studies in critiquing the notion of an objective science will be part of the course, including essays by 
Bruno Latour, Donna Haraway, and Ian Hacking. And, at the end of the course, you will know the 
difference between a clone, a robot, an android, and a cyborg.  Please note the course readings may 
change. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Adams, Douglas.  Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. 1979 
 Atwood, Margaret.  Oryx and Crake.  2003 
 Borges, Jorge.  Ficciones. 1944 
 Bradbury, Ray.  Fahrenheit 451. 1953 
 Delany, Samuel.  Stars in my Pocket like Grains of Sand.  1984 
 Dick, Philip K. The Man in the High Castle. 1962 
 Ishiguro, Kazuo.  Never Let Me Go. 2005 
 LeGuin, Ursula.  The Dispossessed. 1974 
 Robinson, Kim Stanley.  Red Mars, 1992 
 Stapledon, Olaf.  Star Maker.  1937 
 Hopkinson, Nalo and Upinder Mehan, eds.  So Long Been Dreaming:  Postcolonial Science 

Fiction and Fantasy.  Vancouver:  Arsenal/Pulp. 2004 

Downloads:  Abbott, Edwin.  Flatland:  A Romance in Many Dimensions.  1884. Haraway, Donna.  “The 
Cyborg Manifesto” 1991; Wells, H.G. “The Star.” 1897. 
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Course package:  Asimov, Isaac.  “Nightfall” 1941; Butler, Octavia. “Bloodchild.” 1984; Clarke, Arthur C. 
“The Nine Billion Names of God” 1953;  Disch, Thomas. “The Wall of America” 2008;  Heinlein, 
Robert.  “—And He Built a Crooked House—“ 1941; King, Thomas.  “The One about Coyote Going 
West.” 1993.  Russ, Joanna, “Alyx” 1976. 
 
Recommended Texts: 

 Delany, Samuel.  The Jewel-hinged Jaw:  Notes on the Language of Science Fiction. 1977. rev. 
ed. 2009. 

Course Requirements: 
one short (2pp) written research assignment, one class presentation, one essay and an in-class open 
book midterm. 


