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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 468A: Children’s Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
You are always in danger in the forest, where no people are. 
- Angela Carter, "The Company of Wolves" 
 
From John Newbery's 18th-century publishing revolution to the present, children's literature has been 
the focus of both fascination and controversy. This section will take an approach grounded in cultural 
and gender studies to examine the evolution of production and reception of this enigmatic genre. 
Despite crossover texts appropriated by unintended audiences, and the emergence of increasingly 
daring and diverse material, the folk/fairy tale "refunctioned" as a sort of cautionary tale or 
metaphorical life lesson, and the dichotomy of "girls' books" and "boys' books" continue to influence 
reading patterns, popular culture, and constructions of gender. We will consider throughout the 
concept of children's literature itself, and the evolution of its boundaries and assumptions, and will 
examine texts that reflect, challenge, and/or subvert its conventions. We will also examine the 
problematic relative of children's literature, teen/"young adult" fiction, and will consider the relationship 
between narratives about young people and those written specifically or primarily for them. 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 
Except for Folk and Fairy Tales, any editions may be used as long as they are unabridged. 

 Martin Hallett and Barbara Karasek, Folk and Fairy Tales (Broadview 4th edition) 
 L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 
 J.M. Barrie, Peter and Wendy 
 Lemony Snicket, A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad Beginning 
 Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
 One from either J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter or Philip Pullman's Dark Materials series 
 2-3 other texts (possibly including a film) will be set. 
 Various film clips will be screened in class; other material will be put on reserve in the 

Koerner library and linked to Vista. 

Course Requirements: 

 participation (largely based on contribution to in-class and Vista-based online discussion, 
completion of at least one formal exercise on Vista: 10%) 

 midterm in-class essay (25%) 
 term paper with research requirement (40%) 
 final examination (25%) 
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Visit http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/gmbaxter/4682010.htm (revised by early April) for updates. 
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