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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 468A: Children’s Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Childhoods Constructed: Ideas of Childhood in Literature for Children 

 
Course Description: 
“Children’s literature is an ideological minefield.” ~ Peter Hunt 
 
 “To attempt to find a more reasoned theoretical ground to discuss books for children is not to betray 
the field … but genuinely to respect children, their reading capacities and the efforts of those who write 
and illustrate for them.” ~ Geoffrey Williams 
 
In this class, our focus will be on exploring critical approaches to stories written for young audiences—
stories that represent the experiences of girlhood and boyhood in a variety of cultural, economic, and 
social contexts. As you consider ideas that scholars and critics have offered on the subjects of children 
and childhood, you will have an opportunity to study a selection of novels set in childhoods past, 
present, and future—narratives featuring children caught up in play and sport, mystery, adventure, 
conflict, and war. Your class discussions, research, and writing for the course will encourage you to 
read texts comparatively and critically, with a view to understanding the richness and the significance 
of children’s literature and some of the scholarly and critical debates that have grown up around it. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of First-Year English and third-year standing 
 
Required Texts: 

 Almond, Skellig (Random) 
 Beckett, Genesis (Houghton) 
 Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (Puffin) 
 Crossley-Holland, Gatty’s Tale (Orion) 
 Ellis, Deborah. Parvana’s Journey (Tundra) 
 Ihimaera, The Whale Rider (Harcourt) 
 Montgomery, Lucy. Anne of Green Gables (NCL) 
 Peet, Keeper (Candlewick) 
 Pullman, Philip. The Subtle Knife (Ballantine) 

Course Requirements: 

 active learning and effective contributions to class discussion and related activities 
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 a critical reading and research assignment 
 a midterm test to include an in-class essay 
 a research proposal, abstract, and term paper 
 a final essay examination 

 


