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Race, Memory, Citizenship 

 
Course Description: 
This course will begin with the conundrum of reclaiming the racist name, to look at anti-racist work in 
the late 80s and early 90s in Canada. The conundrum is an old one, proposed originally by Hegel as 
the master/slave dialectic. By claiming racialization as a way of recognizing the past, the subaltern is 
always connected to the name of the master (whiteness). But this reclamation was also extremely 
culturally productive in Canada at the end of the 20th century. We will begin by looking at the 
oppositional work that arose at the moment, and the contradictions it produced. In the second section 
of the course we will move on to consider one of its offshoots—the problem of memory, particularly as 
it is linked to trauma. The course will close with a gesture towards agency, particularly in relation to 
global citizenship as it has recently been refigured in relation to changes in the practice of “nation.” 
Can old democratic principles be refigured beyond the nation to return humanism to us in newly 
productive ways? If not, is there still a place for agency in Canadian literary production, and what 
might it look like? 
 
The point of this course is to deepen your literary and critical skills. Participation and group work will be 
essential components of the class. This course assumes that its participants have an interest in anti-
racist pedagogy, and bring a critical awareness of race, class and gender issues with them when they 
enter the classroom. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Brand, Dionne. What We All Long For. Toronto: Knopf, 2005. 
 Maclear, Kyo. The Letter Opener. Toronto: Harper Collins, 2007. 
 Chariandy, David. Soucouyant. Vancouver: Arsenal, 2007. 
 Clements, Marie. Burning Vision. Vancouver: Talonbooks, 2003. 
 Stone, Anne. Delible. Toronto: Insomniac, 2007. 
 Custom coursepack available at the UBC Bookstore. 

 


