
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 470G: Canadian Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Glenn Deer 
Section: 006 
Term: 2 
 

Reading and Writing ‘Vancouver’ 
 
Course Description: 
How do writers, historians, photographers, cinematographers, and artists shape our perception of 
“Vancouver”?   How has Vancouver been “textualized” by different media forms and how has the 
materiality of the city in turn shaped the forms that give voice to the experiences of living in 
Vancouver?  This course will explore the myriad meanings of “Vancouver” through a selective 
consideration of fiction, poetry, history, cultural studies, photography, films, and art work.  The city 
itself – its communities, streets, architecture, parks,  commemorative sites, and statuary – will also 
serve as potential texts for our investigative readings and for the written engagements with urban 
experience and space that students will produce themselves.  
 
Required Texts: 

 Douglas Coupland, City of Glass 
 Madeleine Thien, Simple Recipes 
 Nancy Lee, Dead Girls 
 Daphne Marlatt, Steveston 
 Meredith Quartermain, Vancouver Walking 
 Timothy Taylor, Stanley Park 

Film (to be screened in class): Everything’s Gone Green (2007) 
 
Note well: this reading list is not final and some adjustments might be made during the preceding 
term. 

(Additional excerpts to be provided in photocopied handouts.  Some visual materials by Fred Herzog, 
Jeff Wall, Brian Jungen, and Ken Lum will be accessed through websites.) 

Xerox fee:  There will be a $2.00 duplicating fee to be collected in the first week to cover the cost of 
photocopied handouts. 

Course Requirements: 

1)  Journal entries on Vancouver urban writing and urban encounters: 5 separate entries (about 300 
words per entry, or 1500 words total).   Due date:  TBA:  20%.   The journal entries can be 
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handwritten (legibly) or typed, and are meant to be meditative explorations of the readings, ideas, and 
urban sites covered in the course readings and topics during the first six weeks of class.  The five 
entries should be dated and titled, and demonstrate a thoughtful linking of Vancouver sites to at least 
five of the authors or artists on our course reading list. 

2)  A longer analytic essay on two of the works from the reading list or a  critical project of your own 
invention that may combine archival work, analyses of urban space, and mixed media forms (text, 
photography, video, and/or web-based).  One paragraph abstracts for these projects must be 
submitted by (date TBA).  Final text length: about 8 to 9 pages (or 2000 words) Due 
date:  TBA:  40%. 

3)  A final exam to be scheduled during the formal exam period (Stanley Park will be a key text on the 
final): 30%.  

4)  Participation in class discussions and some small group presentations: 10%. (Attendance is 
obviously required and supportive, thoughtful contributions to class discussions will earn a higher 
participation grade.) 

Schedule of Required Readings and Discussion Topics: 

Week 1:  Introduction:  Vancouver narratives, voices, audiences, and points of view in the context 
of Canadian literature and cultural production; overview of Vancouver writers and writing; Earle 
Birney: “Vancouver Lights”; Mediated realities, spectatorship, and nature in Douglas Coupland, City 
of Glass 
Week 2:   Coupland, City of Glass; Ironic treatments of spectatorship:  Ethel Wilson, “The Window” 
(handout) 
Week 3:  Transcultural mobilities and generational anxieties:  Madeleine Thien, Simple Recipes 
Week 4:  Thien, Simple Recipes; photographs by Fred Herzog 
(http://www.equinoxgallery.com/artists_index.asp?gotopage=4&pagecount=8&artist_type=1&artist
_id=121&search_category=&find=&sort=work_id&ad=desc 
Week 5:  Urban Eros and Thanatos in Nancy Lee, Dead Girls 
Week 6: Nancy Lee, Dead Girls; Essay by Clint Burnham, “Late Empire,” from Vancouver Art and 
Economies; photoconceptual art by Jeff Wall:http://moma.org/exhibitions/2007/jeffwall/ ;  generic 
hybridity by Bryan Jungen: http://www.catrionajeffries.com/b_b_jungen_works.html 
Week 7:  Phenomenological poetics and documentary photography:  Daphne Marlatt and Robert 
Minden, Steveston 
Week 8:  Daphne Marlatt and Robert Minden, Steveston 
Week 9:  Phenomenological poetics and revisiting the everyday:  Meredith 
Quartermain, Vancouver Walking; Ken Lum’s 
interventions:http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/showcases/meet/artist_e.jsp?artistid=3389 
Week 10:  Coupland’s filmic satire:  Everything’s Gone Green (Film Screening) 
Week 11:  Culinary and ecological ideologies:  Timothy Taylor, Stanley Park 

http://www.equinoxgallery.com/artists_index.asp?gotopage=4&pagecount=8&artist_type=1&artist_id=121&search_category=&find=&sort=work_id&ad=desc
http://www.equinoxgallery.com/artists_index.asp?gotopage=4&pagecount=8&artist_type=1&artist_id=121&search_category=&find=&sort=work_id&ad=desc
http://moma.org/exhibitions/2007/jeffwall/
http://www.catrionajeffries.com/b_b_jungen_works.html
http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/showcases/meet/artist_e.jsp?artistid=3389
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Week 12: Timothy Taylor, Stanley Park 
Week 13:  Timothy Taylor, Stanley Park 

Useful Websites: 
Vancouver Museum History Exhibits: http://www.vanmuseum.bc.ca/exhib_ongoing.htm 
City of Vancouver Archives: 
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/ctyclerk/archives/ 

Chuck Davis’s Vancouver History Site: http://vancouverhistory.ca/index.htm 
Fred 
Herzog: http://www.equinoxgallery.com/artists_index.asp?gotopage=4&pagecount=8&artist_type=1&a
rtist_id=121&search_category=&find=&sort=work_id&ad=desc 
Jeff Wall: http://moma.org/exhibitions/2007/jeffwall/ 
Ken Lum: http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/showcases/meet/artist_e.jsp?artistid=3389 

Other useful resources: 

 Jean Barman, Stanley Park’s Secret: The Forgotten Families of Whoi Whoi, Kanaka Ranch 
and Brockton Point.  Vancouver:  Harbour Publishing, 2005.  

 Michael Barnholden, Reading the Riot Act:  A Brief History of Riots in 
Vancouver.  Vancouver:  Anvil Press, 2005. 

 James Delgado, Waterfront:  The Illustrated Maritime Story of Greater 
Vancouver.  Vancouver:  Stanton Atkins and Dosil, 2005. 

 Lance Berlelowitz, Dream City:  Vancouver and the Global 
Imagination.  Vancouver:  Douglas and McIntyre, 2005. 

 Michael Kluckner, Vancouver Remembered.  Whitecap Books, 2006. 
 The Vancouver Stories:   West Coast Fiction from Canada’s Best Writers, edited by Douglas 

Coupland.  Vancouver:  Raincoast Books, 2005. 
 Melanie O’Brian, Vancouver Art and Economies.  Vancouver: Arsenal/Artspeak, 2007. 
 Elizabeth Walker, Street Names of Vancouver.  Vancouver: Vancouver Historical Society, 

1999. 
 Paul Yee, Saltwater City:  An Illustrated History of the Chinese in 

Vancouver.  Vancouver:  Douglas and McIntyre, 2006. 
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