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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 474D: Studies in Contemporary Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Tara Lee 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

The Techno-Post: 
Cyborgs and Hyper Beings in Contemporary Literature 

 
Course Description: 
The posthuman evokes the exhilarating prospect of getting out of some of the old boxes and opening 
up new ways of thinking about what being human means. (Hayles 285) 
 
This course will delve into the pressing complexities of the present and the near future through a 
variety of texts populated by androids, cyborgs, genetically engineered entities, consumerist 
obsessives, and hyper-connected bodies. 
 
The central questions of the class will focus on the impact that science, technology, and capital have 
had on late twentieth and early twenty-first century identities. We will begin with discussions of genre 
to consider what forms and types of textuality are best suited for articulating altered contemporary 
concerns. 
 
We will then move onto fictional and poetic works that get us thinking about where “race,” materiality, 
information, community, art, and above all, agency are located in the shifting spaces of the present. 
We will also incorporate films like Blade Runner and Avatar as we tackle blurrings between machines 
and humans, as well as the role of the visual in new alien spectatorship. The course will conclude with 
the internet and web literature, as well as discussions of blogging, and burgeoning social media. What 
new ways of reading, writing, engaging, and becoming are emerging in this twittering excess? 
 
Required Texts: 

 Michael Cunningham, Specimen Days 
 Neal Stephenson, Snow Crash 
 Larissa Lai, Automaton Biographies   
 William Gibson, Pattern Recognition 
 Hiromo Goto, Hopeful Monsters 
 Shelley Jackson, Patchwork Girl (hypertext) 
 There will also be a course package with critical selections. 

Course Requirements: 

 10% Participation and Attendance 
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 25% In-Class Essay 
 35% Home Essay 
 30% Final Exam 

 


