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British Drama Since 1956 

 
Course Description: 
Histories of 20th-century British drama often point to 1956 as the watershed year in theatrical 
production after the Second World War.  The year marked the celebrated success of John 
Osborne’s Look Back in Anger, a play which, in its examination and criticism of a post-war, still class-
ridden British society, recorded the frustration of the younger British generation (the so-called “angry 
young men”) with the traditional values of the “Establishment,” and signaled the beginning of a 
dramatic revival in Britain.  From the late 1950s there was an explosion of dramatic activity that has 
given rise to the most exciting age of British drama since the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods.  A 
growing interest in international theatre, increased government subsidies, the building of many regional 
repertory stages, and radical changes in the social structure of the nation all contributed to a revitalized 
theatre during the 1960s and 1970s.  And though more recent cutbacks in public funding have at times 
threatened their livelihood, British playwrights have continued to address in vital and exciting ways 
many of the important issues facing British society today.  In this course, we will survey a cross-section 
of British drama of the period, ranging from the plays of the angry young men (and women) to the 
work of Harold Pinter to that of the dramatists associated with such fringe companies as Monstrous 
Regiment and Joint Stock Theatre and finally to more recent attempts by young playwrights to 
articulate new ways of exploring race, gender, and class, as well as the issue of theatrical 
representation generally. 
 
Required Texts (alphabetically by author): 

 Caryl Churchill, Cloud 9 
 Shelagh Delaney, A Taste of Honey 
 Pam Gems, Marlene 
 Sarah Kane, Blasted 
 Ayub Khan-Din, East Is East 
 Martin McDonagh, The Pillowman 
 Joe Orton, Loot 
 John Osborne, Look Back in Anger 
 Harold Pinter, The Homecoming 
 Mark Ravenhill, Shopping and Fucking 
 Tom Stoppard, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead 
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Course Requirements: 

 Essay 1, 25% 
 Essay 2, 35% 
 Class Work (including attendance and participation), 15% 
 Final Exam, 25% 

 


