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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 478M: Postcolonial Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. C. Nelson-McDermott 
Section: 004 
Term: 2 

Please note that this description is subject to change. 

Caribbean Women’s Writing 
 
Course Description: 
In 1978, Edward Brathwaithe wrote that "the daughters of the Revolution are providing us with a way 
of seeing=thinking/feeling=saying: so that we are beginning to possess a literary criticism not of 
description (of parts, of features) but of explanation ." But the revolution and women's 
autobiographical, fictional, and critical documentation and explanation of the matter has long been in 
progress in the Caribbean. This course will look at some of those Revolutionary texts, beginning in the 
19th Century and moving forward to contemporary moments of cultural signifying by women from the 
Caribbean. Our primary focus will be book length texts, but we will not forget poetry or short story. As 
much as possible, we will contextualize the works using critics and theorists from the Caribbean.  
 
Required Texts (according to reading order): 

 Prince, Mary. The History of Mary Prince, A West Indian Slave, Related by Herself . 
1831  Available at http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/17851 (print version also likely available 
in the Bookstore -- UMich, 1997) 

 Rhys, Jean. Voyage in the Dark . 1934 (Dominica) 
 Winter, Sylvia. Hills of Hebron . 1966 (Jamaica) 
 Hodge, Merle. Crick Crack Monkey . 1970 (Trinidad/Grenada) 
 Brodber, Erna. Myal. 1989 (Jamaica) 
 Kempadoo, Oonya. Buxton Spice . 1998 (Guyana/Grenada) 
 Other reading material in the Reserve Room of the Koerner Library 
 Loomba, Ania. Colonialism/Postcolonialism. NY: Routledge, 1998. 

Course Requirements (open to discussion/negotiation): 

 Class Participation: 20% 
 Reading Notes: 30% 
 Final Paper 8-10 pages: 20% 
 Final Exam: 30% 

The Reading Notes are a running critical analysis, in a non-threatening venue, of the works and 
surrounding material (such as class discussion, the text) that you are engaged with. They will be two-
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three single-spaced pages per week. I will take the notebooks in every second week (to Week 10) and 
provide you with feedback in the form of comments. Hopefully, one of the notebook entries will serve 
as the basis for the paper. 


