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2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 
ENGL 490: Majors Seminar (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Margery Fee 
Section: 003 
Term: 1 
 

Literature and Science 
 
Course Description: 
At present it seems to me, that those who are for giving to natural knowledge, as they call it, the chief 
place in the education of the majority of mankind, leave one important thing out of their account: the 
constitution of human nature.  Matthew Arnold 1882 
 
Science and literature are the two preeminent technologies that the Enlightenment produced for 
constitution social subjects and the objects of knowledge.  Susan Squier, 2004 
 
Should literature and science be seen as a binary?  The course will explore this question as it arose in 
the 19th century and continues through to the context of the contemporary debate between science 
studies and defenders of mainstream science.  The division of the knowable world into an objective 
material nature “out there” and the world of “human nature” has overlooked the extent to which 
human beings are embodied and the material world is constructed by language, writing, and 
literature.  These issues have been explored in literature through science fiction, and critically in fields 
such as rhetoric, feminist science studies, ecocriticism, and the history and philosophy of science. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Atwood, Margaret Oryx and Crake 
 Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 
 Ishiguro, Kazuo.  Never Let Me Go 
 Mawer, Simon.  Mendel’s Dwarf. 
 Shelley, Mary Frankenstein (1818 ed). 
 Johnston, Sean F.  History of Science. Oxford: Oneworld, 2009.  978-1-851680681-0 
 Hacking, Ian.  The Social Construction of What?  Cambridge:  Harvard UP, 1999. 0-674-

00412. 
 Lewontin, R.C.  Biology as Ideology:  The Doctrine of DNA.  Toronto: Anansi, 1991. 0-

88784-518-5. 
 Other readings will be supplied in a course package. 

Course Requirements: 
The course requirements will consist of a class presentation, a short research report, weekly reading 
reports, and a term paper. 


