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Literature and Adaptation 
 
Course Description: 
This interdisciplinary course on adaptation will examine film, print, and other adaptations of three 
works – Homer’s Odyssey, Shakespeare’s Macbeth, and Oscar Wilde’s Salomé – in order to examine 
how stories get retold in different cultures, media, and times. Adaptations studied in this course will 
include works such as Margaret Atwood’s novella The Penelopiad, Akira Kurosawa’s film Throne of 
Blood, and Richard Strauss’s opera Salome. Specialization in non-literary media is not a prerequisite, 
since this course aims to help students develop ways to make comparisons between, and write critically 
about, a range of media. Students who wish to specialize later in other related fields such as film 
studies or cultural studies, or focus on interdisciplinary studies, would find this course particularly 
useful. Some of the critical debates surrounding adaptations will also be examined. For instance, 
adaptations have often been considered “derivative” or “secondary,” or less complex than the 
historically prior works on which they are based. Why, them do people continue to adapt stories in a 
wide variety of media? How is the process of adaptation affected by changes in medium (such as from 
novel to film, drama to opera or musical), or by changing cultural contexts? Have adaptations helped 
forge links between different cultures, or ensured the survival of “classic” works? These are some of 
the questions that will be examined in this course. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Atwood, Margaret. The Penelopiad 
 Bhardwaj, Vishal. Maqbool (in Hindi, with English subtitles) 
 Homer. The Odyssey. Trans. Robert Fagles 
 Kurosawa, Akira. Throne of Blood (in Japanese, with English subtitles) 
 Flaubert, Gustave. “Herodias” from Three Tales 
 Shakespeare, William. Macbeth 
 Wilde, Oscar. Salomé. Trans. Lord Alfred Douglas 
 Richard Strauss. Salome (in German, with English subtitles) 
 Walcott, Derek. Omeros 

Critical reading: 

 Hutcheon, Linda. A Theory of Adaptation. New York: Routledge, 2006. 

(A list of suggested secondary readings will be provided at the first class meeting in September.) 


