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Wordsworth and Coleridge 
 
Course Description: 
This course will consider one of the most productive and interesting friendships in English literary 
history, that between William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.  As well as tracking the 
influence of their friendship on their writing, we will also examine the ways that both poets explored 
friendship, and related notions of family, community, and society, in their poetic and prose works.  We 
will begin by considering the poets’ early radical writings where, in the wake of the French Revolution, 
ideas of friendship take on a poignantly political valence.  We will then look at the theme of friendship 
in Wordsworth’s and Coleridge’s lyric poetry and discuss their interweaving of various notions of 
friendship and community into their generic experiments with tragedy, the gothic, conversation poems, 
sonnets, odes, and elegies.  We will also look closely at the collaborative production and evolution 
of Lyrical Ballads and the theories of metaphor, imagination, and genre that grew out of that 
collaboration. 
 
In the latter half of the course, we will focus on the poets’ two major autobiographical works, both of 
which are about friendship and, in particular, about their friendship: Wordsworth’s The Prelude, Or the 
Growth of My Own Mind (1805, referred to at the time as “Poem to Coleridge”) and 
Coleridge’s Biographia Literaria, Or Biographical Sketches of My Literary Life and Opinions (1817, large 
portions of which are about Wordsworth).  Intermittently, we will examine selections by the poets’ wide 
circle of friends, admirers, and colleagues, including Dorothy Wordsworth, Sarah Hutchinson, Mary 
Robinson, William Godwin, Robert Southey, Leigh Hunt, Percy Shelley, John Keats, Walter Scott, Sarah 
Coleridge, Hartley Coleridge, and Thomas De Quincey as well as recent criticism and theory on 
friendship and its relation to literature. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Major Works (including Biographia Literaria), ed. H. J. Jackson, 
Oxford World’s Classics 

 William Wordsworth, Major Works (including The Prelude), ed. Stephen Gill, Oxford World’s 
Classics 

 


