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Linguistic Meaning, Cognitive Linguistics, and Literary Interpretation 

 
Course Description: 
Our understanding of language, in everyday communication as well as in literature, is governed by 
principles rooted in cognition - in the way we conceptualize the world around us. In processing 
language we are not simply relying on the meanings of words and on the use of grammatical structure. 
More accurately, we are using language expressions at all levels of sentential and textual structure as 
prompts for mental construction of meanings. Meaning is thus rooted not only in language, but also in 
thought. 
 
In the course, we will study three theories which offer new ways of analyzing the construction of 
meaning: Conceptual Metaphor Theory, Frame Semantics, and Theory of Conceptual Integration (or 
Blending). These frameworks have offered a new understanding of meaning, and have prompted new 
directions in the understanding of literary meaning and its relation to language and culture. Besides, 
they have been richly applied in the analysis of visual and multimodal forms of creativity, such as 
comics or film. 
 
In their literary and aesthetic applications, the frameworks focus on how specific formal choices bring 
in a range of meanings. This allows analysts to consider multiplicity of meanings and their sources, 
instead of searching for one interpretation. This interpretive openness reflects the nature of linguistic 
usage, while also allowing a richer view of literary meaning, visual art, music, and other domains of 
creativity. 
 
We will read three groups of articles compiled into a course reader: 

 theoretical introductions to the frameworks used, 
 analyses of linguistic constructions and literary texts, and 
 discussions of broad areas of application (discourse, narrative, poetry, visual aesthetics, 

etc.) 

All concepts will be applied to a selection of texts and examples. The selection of data for in-class 
analysis will include Stoppard's play Arcadia, fragments from contemporary novels and poetry, scientific 
discourse, concrete poetry, graphic novels, and film). Students will be expected to work on analyses of 
examples, both in class and in their term papers. No prior knowledge of linguistic or cognitive theories 
is necessary. 
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Course Requirements: 

 Participation, 20% 
 In-class presentation (an analysis of the data of your choice), 30% 
 Term paper, 50% 

 

 


