
 
2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year)  

ENGL 514A    Studies in Renaissance (3 credits)  

Instructor: Dr. Vin Nardizzi  
Section: 001 
Term: 2  

CATEGORY: A 
(Students in the literature MA program should 
consult Section 4.4 of the Handbook when 
planning their courses.) 

Will & Kit: Influence and Sexuality in Shakespeare and Marlowe 

In this course we shall explore the drama and poetry of two of Renaissance England’s most celebrated literary 
contemporaries, Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593) and William Shakespeare (1564-1616). We’ll examine some of 
their major works in pairs – for instance, Marlowe’s Edward II with Shakespeare’s Richard II and Marlowe’s Jew of 
Malta with Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice – to investigate how each engages comparable subject matter (the 
inapt English monarch and the stigmatized Jew, in these examples). Our efforts, in the first instance, will be 
directed towards elaborating two critical commonplaces about Shakespeare and Marlowe: first, that because the 
innovative and popular Kit predeceased Will by some 23 years, he exerted a profound influence over 
Shakespeare’s dramaturgy and poetry; second, that Marlowe – his life and his literature – functions as shorthand 
for Renaissance “sodomy,” a crime encompassing but not limited to “homosexuality,” whereas Shakespeare 
serves to establish and secure a heterosexual imaginary. We’ll of course work to trouble these commonplaces not 
simply by highlighting counterexamples – there is homosexuality in Shakespeare – but, more importantly, by 
thinking about the interpretive scaffolding that has made them both possible and plausible: biography.     

Pairings of primary texts: 

• Dido, Queen of Carthage with Antony and Cleopatra 
• Doctor Faustus with The Tempest 
• Edward II with Richard II  
• Hero and Leander with Venus and Adonis 
• The Jew of Malta with The Merchant of Venice 
• “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” with As You Like It  
• Tamburlaine The Great, Parts One and Two with Henry V 

  

Secondary readings: 

These materials will likely include (but are not limited to) selections from Bach, Bloom, Bovilsky, Bray, de Grazia, 
Hammill, Foucault, Goldberg, Greenblatt, Guy-Bray, Logan, Menon, Orgel, Pinksen, Radel, Shannon, 
Stanivukovic. 
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