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ENGL 525A  Studies in the Eighteenth Century (3 credits)  

Instructor: Nicholas Hudson 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 

CATEGORY: B 
(Students in the literature MA program should 
consult Section 4.4 of the Handbook when 
planning their courses.) 

The Eighteenth-Century: ‘Enlightenment’ and Revolution 

There were three political revolutions in the eighteenth century: the Glorious Revolution (1688), the American 
Revolution (1776-1783), and the French Revolution (1789-94).  Generating each of these political upheavals, 
moreover, were transformations in ideological outlooks – revolutions in philosophy, science, and political economy 
now often called the “Enlightenment.”  The period between 1660 and 1800 (what we sometimes call “the long 
eighteenth-century) laid the foundations of modernity in all its dimensions, political, economic, social, and literary. 
This cross-disciplinary seminar will focus on the challenging of old ideas in all fields of “literature,” a term that then 
meant not only poems, drama and fiction, but all kinds of writing from philosophical to economic, from 
anthropological to psychological. The course will be organized under the following rubrics: 1) philosophical 
revolution, the rise of empiricism, and the counter-movement of idealism; 2) scientific revolution, Newtonianism, 
and transformations in biology and chemistry; 3) “human” revolution, the rise of anthropology, and racial typology; 
4) political revolution, and new ideas in political structure; 5) socio-economic revolution, the formation of capitalist 
economic systems, transformations of social hierarchy, and the rise of “political economy.”  As this is a course in 
field of literary studies, we will be concentrating on a range of traditional literary texts in relation to these broader 
epistemological and ideological developments. Nevertheless, we will be reading outside the range of conventional 
literary texts into fields that made the eighteenth century, indeed, an “age of revolution.” We will also ponder the 
question of whether all this change can be called “enlightenment” or “progress,” or whether the eighteenth century 
forged the shackles of a world-view that we are still struggling to dismantle. 

Texts: 

1) philosophical revolution: selections from Locke, Hume and Kant; literary texts from Swift, Johnson, and 
Sterne  2) scientific revolution:  selections from Newton, Priestley and Lamark; literary texts from Pope, Thomson, 
Swift, and Erasmus Darwin 
3) “human” revolution: selections from Linnaeus, Rousseau and Kant; literary texts from Defoe, Swift, and Equiano 
4) political revolution:  selections from Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau; literary texts from Pope, Goldsmith and Godwin 
5) socio-economic revolution: selections from Mandeville, Hume and Adam Smith; literary texts from Fielding and 
Burney  

Note on Texts: Much of the above texts will be included in a course package.. Full texts will be made available, 
however, of Swift, Gulliver’s Travels and Equiano’s Travels. 
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