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The Fiction of London:  1956 to the Present 

This course will attempt to chart the urban and fictional landscape of the former imperial metropolis and 
conceptualize a London uneasily situated at the intersection of the material and the imaginary.  We will 
read, watch, and listen to a selection of novels, poetry, films, and recordings from the mid-1950s to the 
present, and attempt to address such issues as the representation of space in former imperial, now 
global, centers, and the processes of change (cultural, social, political, aesthetic) that such 
representations both respond to and produce.  We will debate the extent to which these fictions of 
London are intimately bound up not only with migrant and diasporic, colonial and postcolonial identities, 
but also with increasing political and cultural ties to Europe and America.  Our aim will be to consider 
London as a complex and conflicted space of intercultural exchange where social and material 
inequalities are constantly challenged and resisted in imaginative representations within both literary and 
popular cultural forms. 

  

List of Possible Primary Texts: 

• Martin Amis, Money or London Fields 
• Linton Kwesi Johnson, Selected Poems; Dread Beat an’ Blood (CD) 
• Sam Selvon, Lonely Londoners 
• Monica Ali, Brick Lane 
• Colin Macinness, City of Spades; Absolute Beginners 
• Hanif Kureishi, My Beautiful Laundrette (screenplay and film) or The Buddha of Suburbia 
• Stephen Frears, Dirty Pretty Things (film) 
• Patrick Keiller, London (film) 
• Mike Leigh, High Hopes (screenplay and film) 
• Derek Jarman, The Last of England (book and film) 
• J.G. Ballard, Millennium People or High Rise 
• Gautam Malkani, Londonstani 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/grad/handbook09_section4.htm%234.4


 
 

• The Clash, London Calling (CD) 
• Zadie Smith, White Teeth 
• Iain Sinclair, Lights Out for the Territory 
• Ian McEwan, Saturday 
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