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The Writer as Critic  

If one of the major crises of the 20th century is the crisis of difference, with its origins in the 
Enlightenment separation of subject from object, or knowledge from what the phenomenologist Edmund 
Husserl calls “lifeworld,” then a major question for English scholars is the the question of the relationship 
between the critic (traditionally, as subject of knowledge) and writing (traditionally, as object of 
knowledge). Recent work in Canadian experimental poetics, fiction, non-fiction and criticism has 
recognized the need for a new kind of critic, what Smaro Kamboureli has called “the writer as critic”—the 
critic who is also a practitioner-- and thus must, of necessity, have a less neatly separated relationship 
with creative texts. The practice of the writing, the practice of criticism and the practice of living become 
deeply embedded in one another producing a range of problems and productivities that exist only in this 
configuration. The subject who knows (the capital “I”) becomes a shifting subject of difference (the lower-
case “i”).  

In this course, we will examine the ways in which eight contemporary Canadian and/or Indigenous 
writer/critics engage a complex range of writing modes. This course actively embraces situated 
knowledges and a feminist, anti-racist politic.  

  

Likely Texts:  

• Roy Miki: Surrender; Broken Entries 
• Fred Wah: Diamond Grill; Faking It 
• Dionne Brand: Bread Out of Stone; Inventory 
• Peter Cole: Coyote and Raven Go Canoeing 
• Jeannette Armstrong: “The Native Creative Process” (with Douglas Cardinal); “Land Speaking”; Slash 
• Daphne Marlatt: Reading from the Labyrinth; Touch to my Tongue 
• Erin Moure: My Beloved Wager; O Cidadan 
• Jeff Derksen: Transnational Muscle Cars; Annihilated Time: Poetry and Other Politics 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/grad/handbook09_section4.htm%234.4
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