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Asian Canadian Studies: Theory, Identity, Practice 

In the 1980s, the notion of “Asian Canadian” emerged as a powerful means to contest the racialized 
terrain of Canadian culture. More recently, Asian Canadian Studies has emerged as an interdisciplinarity 
formation that not only seeks to document the experiences of Canadians of Asian descent, but also to 
interrogate knowledge production in the University. This course examines a range of issues that the field 
has grappled with, including: interdisciplinarity, racial formation, settler colonialism, identity politics, 
multiculturalism, and literary canons and archives, and the meaning of the political. We will proceed 
through a series of “dialogues” between critical theory and scholarship in Asian Canadian Studies: in 
addition to reading foundational arguments in the field, we will survey some recently published 
scholarship on Asian Canadian culture in order to track the conversations and points of contention that 
continue to shape the field. In order to emphasize the dialogical aspects of scholarly work, this course will 
be taught in conjunction with Prof. Christine Kim's graduate seminar on Asian Canadian Publics at Simon 
Fraser University. We will organize several joint events, including visits to various cultural sites in the 
Vancouver area, and our conversations will culminate in an end-of-term symposium where students will 
have a chance to present their work.   

Sample Reading List (final list to be determined by August): 

THEORY 

• Georg Lukács, History and Class Consciousness 
• Louis Althusser, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses” 
• Michel Foucault, The Order of Things  
• Frantz Fanon, Black Skin White Masks 
• Judith Butler, The Psychic Life of Power 
• Etienne Balibar and Immanuel Wallerstein, Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities 
• Denise Ferreira da Silva, Toward a Global Idea of Race 

  

http://www.english.ubc.ca/grad/handbook09_section4.htm%234.4


 
 

ASIAN CANADIAN STUDIES 

• Roy Miki, Broken Entries 
• ---. Redress 
• Fred Wah, Faking It 
• Xiaoping Li, Voice Rising: Asian Canadian Cultural Activism 
• Monika Kin Gagnon, Other Conundrums 
• Kirsten McAllister, Terrain of Memory 
• Renisa Mawani, Colonial Proximities 
• Lily Cho, Eating Chinese 
• Essays by Don Goellnicht, Eleanor Ty, Rita Wong, Jo-Anne Lee, and others. 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 


	2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year)
	ENGL 545B  Studies in Canadian Literature (3 credits)
	Asian Canadian Studies: Theory, Identity, Practice


