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Coupland from X to A: Fictions of Mediated Belonging 

[H]ome to me is a shared electronic dream of cartoon memories, half-hour sitcoms and national tragedies.  
            Douglas Coupland, Life After God (1994) 

  

Since his 1991 debut with Generation X, Douglas Coupland has acquired an international reputation as author, 
artist, and articulator of the contemporary cultural scene. Yet his global success has been so great as to raise the 
problematic of his status as a “Canadian” cultural figure, and what it means to be a Canadian author in an age of 
increasing global cultural mediation. 

How does one assert national belonging in an era of globalized transnationalism? How does one write fiction in a 
post-literate mediascape? What are the relationships of fiction and media to the notion of nation? 

Coupland confronts these issues by turning to the work of a Canadian, Marshall McLuhan, who—
paradigmatically—proposed a local/global understanding of belonging in the post-national era, arguing that the 
temporal axis of “heritage” was no longer operative in a world of increasingly spatial dynamics of being and 
knowing. 

The seminar will begin with a two-week open discussion (supplemented by the course blogs maintained by 
seminar members) of Coupland’s recent biography of McLuhan. The McLuhan discussion will be followed by 
examinations of a range of theoretical approaches to post- or trans-national Canada and a discussion of 
Coupland’s works, from Generation X to Generation A.  

Students in this seminar will be able to draw on the recently acquired Coupland archives in Special Collections, 
Barber Learning Centre. 

Requirements: seminar blogs;  one seminar presentation; one 15 page essay on a topic of choice. 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/grad/handbook09_section4.htm%234.4


 
 

Syllabus 

Week 
1:  Introduction to the seminar 
2: McLuhan, “Canada: The Borderline Case” (on course website) 
3: Coupland, Marshall McLuhan 
4: Slemon and Siemerling, from Trans.Can.Lit (on website) 
5:  Cho, “The Turn to Diaspora,” from Topia (on website) 
6:  Dickinson, “One World, Two Cities” (on website) 
7: Coupland, Generation X (1991) 
8:  Microserfs (1995) 
9:  All Families Are Psychotic (2001) 
10:  Souvenir of Canada 1 & 2 (2002; 2004) 
11:  JPod (2006) 
12:  Generation A (2009) 
13:  Player One (2010) 

  

Assessment:  the 4 blogs are worth 20%; the presentation 30% and the paper 50%; the paper is due one week 
after the end of the seminar, with late papers penalized 20% 

Office hours:  Tuesdays from 2 to 4pm in Buchanan Tower 506; r.cavell@ubc.ca 
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