
 
2010 Winter Session (2010-2011 Academic Year) 

ENGL 553A Studies in Literary Theory (3 credits) 
Instructor: Margery Fee  
Section: 001 
Term: 1  

CATEGORY: C, D, E 
(Students in the literature MA program should 
consult Section 4.4 of the Handbook when 
planning their courses.) 

Feminist Science Fiction 

Science studies has begun to examine Western science from a variety of disciplinary and theoretical 
perspectives including the postcolonial (is Western science the only science?), the rhetorical and the 
literary (embedded metaphors are “invisible” to scientists, as they talk about “gold standards” and “Holy 
Grails”), the historical and feminist (founded in 1660, the Royal Society admitted women first in 1945), 
and the anthropological (how does “laboratory life” produce knowledge?).  Sense is made of such entities 
as frozen embryos, cloned animals, transgenic plants and DNA databases through popular 
culture:  computer games, movies, television shows, news stories, and science fiction.  The course will 
examine the ways in which feminists have used SF (which stands variously for science fiction or fantasy 
or speculative fiction) to theorize about gender differences, and ways in which this popular genre has 
been held at a distance until recently from both science (this isn’t science fiction!), literature, and even 
feminist science studies.  Susan Merrill Squier and others have argued that, in fact, the disciplines of 
science and literature were forged as binaries after the Enlightenment in ways that account for the 
masculinization of science and feminization of literature, as well as the centrality of biology in debates 
around “life,” “God,” and the “natural” in the 21st century.  

Possible readings: 

• Margaret Atwood - Handmaid’s Tale, Oryx and Crake, The Year of the Flood 
• Octavia Butler – Xenogenesis 
• Anne Fausto-Sterling – Myths of Gender:  Biological Theories about Women, 2nd ed. 
• Donna Haraway – The Haraway Reader 
• Nalo Hopkinson – Midnight Robber 
• Rokeya Hossain – Sultana’s Dream (1905) 
• Justine Larbelestier ed.  Daughters of Earth: Feminist Science Fiction in the Twentieth Century 
• Ursula Leguin – The Left Hand of Darkness 
• Marge Piercy – Woman at the End of Time; He, She and It 
• Joseph Rouse – “Feminism and the Social Construction of Scientific Knowledge” in Feminism, Science and 

the Philosophy of Science, eds. L. H. Nelson and J. Nelson.  Klawer, 1996. 195-215 
• Joanna Russ The Female Man 
• Mary Shelley – Frankenstein (1818), The Last Man (1826) 
• An introduction to Science Studies TBA 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/grad/handbook09_section4.htm%234.4
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