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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Laura Moss 
Section: 012 
Term: 1 
 

Canadian Literature and Literary Prizes 

 
Course Description: 
This course will introduce students to the fundamentals of university-level literary study and hone the 
skills needed to think and write critically. In one large two hour lecture a week and one small one hour 
group tutorial, students will be taught concepts of genre and methods of literary analysis. The focus of 
this section of English 110 is on the creative economy and literary prizes. We will ask a series of 
questions:  What effect do literary prizes have on the production and reception of contemporary 
literature?  What influences have major international prizes had on the evolution of a Canadian 
canon?  What is the impact of trends in prize-winning on publishing? What kinds of books don’t win 
prizes? What criteria do juries employ to make their decisions?  Examining a series of Canadian novels, 
stories, and poems that have won major prizes, we will study a history of literary prizes and consider 
literary politics in the larger framework of cultural politics within Canada.   We will be looking at 
theories of aesthetics, taste, symbolic and cultural capital, exoticism, and canon formation.  We will 
take up the questions that critic W.H. New once asked of prizes in Canada, “Does critical reputation 
influence judgment? Does fashion? Does 'international recognition' affect 'local' judgment? Should it?” 
as we read prize-winning works and think critically about how they got there. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Completion of all sections of the Language Proficiency Index Test with a level 5 or 6 on the essay 
section of the Test, or the equivalent. 
 
Required Texts: 

 David Chariandy, Soucouyant 
 Vincent Lam, Bloodletting and Other Miraculous Cures 
 Emma Donoghue, Room 
 Laura Moss and Cynthia Sugars, Canadian Literature in English: Texts and Contexts (vol. 2) 

 


