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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Sarah Banting 
Section: 018 
Term: 2 
 

Approaches to Literature: Work, Author, Reader, World 

 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to the academic study of literature. Why do academic readers study 
literary texts? What kinds of question do we ask about them? How do we begin to formulate an 
answer, and how do we compose our answers in writing for a university audience? In developing 
responses to these questions together, we will follow the lead of M. H. Abrams, an influential 
twentieth-century literary scholar. Abrams once argued that the various theories about why and how to 
read literature could be understood as roughly organized around four different approaches: one that 
makes the literary work itself the source of all its value and meaning; another that sees the work as an 
expression of the author’s feelings and creative genius; a third that scrutinizes the literary work for the 
effects it has on the reader; and a fourth that asks how the work reflects the real world that surrounds 
it. We will test out these approaches. 
 
Our critical work in lectures and discussion and in your writing will be to apply these approaches to 
careful readings of poetry, drama, and novels from early modern European to contemporary Canadian 
contexts. Through this course of study, you will begin to get a sense of the long history of literary 
criticism in English and of your own position within the field. 
 
Required Texts: 
The following list is tentative. Please check with the instructor or the bookstore in late fall for the final 
reading list. 

 Course pack (available from UBC Bookstore) including: Selected poems by Sir Phillip Sidney, 
William Shakespeare, William Wordsworth, Emily Dickinson, Sylvia Plath, Michael Ondaatje 
and others 

 William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 
 Anne-Marie MacDonald, Good Night Desdemona, Good Morning Juliet 
 Thomas King, Medicine River 
 Dionne Brand, What We All Long For 

Recommended Texts: 

 M. H. Abrams A Glossary of Literary Terms 
 W. F. Garrett-Petts Writing about Literature 
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Course Requirements: 

 Three short response papers - 5% each 
 In-class essay - 20% 
 Take-home essay - 20% 
 Final exam - 30% 
 Attendance and participation in discussion group - 15% 

 


