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Canada: Vancouver: Homing 

 
Course Description: 
"Can a person contemplate the reverse of paternalistic and colonial nomination? Is it possible to 
imagine being named by a place? And – were we to contemplate such a thing – how would we come to 
merit that honour?"– Don McKay, The Muskwa Assemblage 
 
This course might otherwise be titled “deep mapping home: versions of place or “surviving the 
paraphrase’,” or “ways of knowing: thinking through language, story, myth, history, and memory,” or 
“constituted by narrative and myth, constituted by place: finding a language for place,” or “Canadian 
and Vancouver archaeology: theorizing local significances.”  But “Canada: Vancouver: Homing” is a 
functional beginning. 
 
On our way to Vancouver and Vancouver literatures, we’ll entertain literature from elsewhere in 
Canada. 
But, Vancouver: Grouse Grind, homelessness, Little India, Davie, Expo 86, healthy people, Canucks, 
Lions, Granville, SoMa, Wreck Beach, UBC, 600sq/ft is $500000, litotes, East Van, multicultural, 
Olympics, ghettos, Oak, Pacific Spirit Park (Endowment Lands), Kingsway, Hollywood North, 
Commercial, Hastings and Main, iNSITE, Blood Alley, Robson, Stanley Park, haunted house, marijuana, 
HST – a selection of the references and stories of place, of here. Alongside an investigation into other 
Canadian literature, this course wants to know what Vancouver’s identity was, is, and might be. We will 
entertain certain of the features of Canada, of elsewhere – geographical, geopolitical, Historical, socio-
political, literary – that inform Vancouver’s identity (accounting for the Canadian part of this literature 
course).  We will be entertaining certain of Vancouver’s history and histories (but this is not a History 
course). 
 
Balancing the literature, the contextual material, and our experiences of Vancouver and Canada, we 
will be working towards (the assignments will work towards) a unique and insightful term paper: called 
a “deep mapping”.  Along the way, we will definitely laugh, let epiphanies mobilize us, and imagine. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Stanley Park, Timothy Taylor 
 All That Matters, Wayson Choy 
 City of Glass, Douglas Coupland 
 Canadian Literature In English: Texts and Contexts (Volume II), eds., Moss and Sugars 


