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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 222: Literature in Canada (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 005 
Term: 2 
 

Various Canadas: The Changing Story of Canada as Seen Through Its Literature 

 
Course Description: 
Consider this double-headed question: How many Canadas are there, and how many ways are there of 
being Canadian? Our study of Canada's literature--with stops along the way in different periods of 
Canada's cultural history, and comparative reading of the work of selected writers representing the 
wide array of backgrounds and experiences that make up Canadians as a people--will work to find 
some answers. Your reading, discussion, research, and writing in this course will involve you in 
investigating the ways in which Canada's poets, life writers, playwrights, and fiction writers have 
addressed the double-headed question and contributed to the changing story of Canada from its past 
to its present. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Bennett and Brown, eds. An Anthology of Canadian Literature in English, 3rd ed. (Oxford) 
 Choy, The Jade Peony (Douglas & McIntyre) 
 Toews, A Complicated Kindness (Seal) 
 Kerr, Unity (1918) (Talon) 
 Thomson, The Lost Boys (Playwrights Canada) 

Course Requirements: 

 active engagement in and contribution to the work of the class 
 a critical reading assignment 
 a midterm essay test 
 a literary research paper (with a formal proposal, a bibliography, and an abstract) 
 a final essay examination 

 

 


