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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 225: Poetry (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Tyson Stolte 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

The Changing Shape of English Poetry 

 
Course Description: 
This course will make you an adept reader of—and listener to—poetry. You will learn what makes 
poetry a unique literary mode, what distinguishes it from other literary and artistic forms. You will learn 
how to approach, analyze, appreciate, and enjoy a variety of forms of poetry, and you will gain an 
understanding of the historical and cultural forces that find expression in these forms. That is, you will 
come to know poetry both as an abstract artistic mode and as a concrete historical artefact. 
 
We will proceed chronologically, considering the development of poetry in English over the last 
thousand years: we will move from a series of Anglo-Saxon works at the beginning of the semester to 
the latest productions of contemporary poets by the end. Along the way, we will pay close attention to 
the changing sound and shape of poetry, and we will enquire into the historical, cultural, and artistic 
causes of these changes. We will consider the different voices we encounter in English poetry, paying 
particular attention to the poetry of historically marginalized groups. We will also ask questions about 
the content of the texts we read: Are there subjects that are peculiarly suited to poetic expression? 
Conversely, are there matters that have traditionally been seen as unfit for poetry? How much have the 
subjects of poetry changed? And what effect does poetry’s form have on its content? Indeed, to what 
degree does poetic form itself mean? 
 
We will spend much of our time listening to the sounds of spoken poetry, learning to hear poetry’s 
distinctive rhythms: we will listen to various recordings of readings, in some cases by the poets 
themselves, but we will also listen to our own readings in class. Students should therefore be prepared 
to practice reading poetry before a group. This class will also demand from you engaged—even 
impassioned—discussion of the texts we read. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Margaret Ferguson, Mary Jo Salter, and Jon Stallworthy, eds. The Norton Anthology of Poetry. 
5th edtion. (Norton) 

 Alfred Tennyson. In Memoriam. Ed. Erik Gray. (Norton) 
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Course Requirements: 

 In-class close reading of a poem 
 Research paper (5-7 pages) 
 Final Exam 
 Participation 

 


