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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 227: Prose Fiction (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Eric Levy  
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
This course aims to provide students with tools for literary analysis which penetrates beneath the 
surface of a text to uncover deeper meaning and implications. The ultimate goal is to promote and 
enrich and the understanding of life through art. The method of instruction combines lecture with 
vigourous encouragement of student participation. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6.0 credits (completed) of First Year English, or completion of UBC's Arts One, Foundations, or Arts 
Studies 100 (ASTU). 
 
Required Texts: 

 James H. Pickering, ed., Fiction 100: An Anthology of Short Stories, 11th ed. (Prentice Hall) 

Course Requirements: 
One essay (approximately 1,000 words), one quiz (in class), and one final examination. The final 
examination will be worth 40% of the total available marks; the quiz and the essay will be worth 30% 
each. 
 
Schedule: 
With allowances for differential interest and difficulty, we shall allocate approximately 1.5 classes for 
each of the following stories, arranged here in order of treatment. If class discussion becomes more 
involved, we might omit the last few stories. Time will tell. 

 Ray Bradbury, "August 2002: Night Meeting" 
 Kay Boyle, "Astronomer's Wife" 
 Anne Beattie, “Janus” 
 Edgar Allan Poe, "The Cask of Amontillado" 
 Shirley Jackson, "The Lottery" 
 Guy de Maupassant, "The Necklace" 
 Albert Camus, "The Guest" 
 Anton Chekhov, "The Darling" 
 William Faulkner, "A Rose for Emily" 
 James Joyce, "Araby" 
 Gabriel Garcia Marquez, "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" 
 Charlotte Perkins Gilman, "The Yellow Wall-Paper" 



 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

 D.H. Lawrence, "The Horse Dealer's Daughter" 
 Leslie Silko, "Yellow Woman" 
 Arthur Conan Doyle, "A Scandal in Bohemia" 
 F. Scott Fitzgerald, "Winter Dreams" 
 Katherine Anne Porter, "The Grave" 
 Toni Cade Bambara, "The Lesson" 
 Bernard Malamud, "The Magic Barrel" 
 Ernest Hemingway, "Hills Like White Elephants" 
 Stephen King, "The Man in the Black Suit" 

Course Policies: 
In order to ensure equality of assessment, assigned work is to be submitted by the stipulated deadline. 
At a minimum, 5% per day will be deducted from the mark assigned to late submissions, 
unless compelling and documented circumstances warrant otherwise. Regular attendance is expected 
and will be monitored. In the absence of verified medical excuse, the quiz and final examination can be 
written only on the assigned day. The policy on attendance of the English Department states: 
“Students missing 40% or more of the classes, regardless of whether their absences are avoidable or 
unavoidable, will be considered unable to meet the ‘learning outcomes’ of the course and will be 
excluded from the final examination.” 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/attendance.htm

