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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 309: Rhetoric of Science, Technology and Medicine (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Scott Graham 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
â€œ[P]racticing scientists are only a fraction of those who contribute to what science is. The other 
contributors are not just those people who use science more or less as scientists intend, such as 
technologists, physicians, and policymakers. [Rhetorical studies of science] also takes seriously the rest 
of the population who consume science by reading The Tao of Physics, watching “Tomorrow’s World,” 
and eating fat-free muffins.” â€”Steve Fuller, The Philosophy of Science and Technology Studies 
 
As Steve Fuller suggests above, science, technology, and medicine are each part of a vastly complex 
cultural enterprise which extends far beyond what is done in the laboratory or what happens in 
scientific journal articles. Scientists, technologists, doctors, patients, regulators, policy makers, 
journalists, and the general public each interact with and participate in technical, scientific, and medical 
discourses in a wide variety of ways. This course examines the role of debate and argument both 
within scientific communities and in the larger contexts that surround those communities. More 
specifically, students will explore 1) the modes of communication which facilitate successful 
collaboration between scientific disciplines, 2) different styles of argument in science-policy debates, 
and 3) the discourses of scientific ideology and their impacts on the general public. 
 
In investigating these questions, we will explore a series of case studies in the rhetorics of physics, 
genetics, and medicine. In so doing, we will also address long-standing questions in rhetorical studies 
of science, technology, and medicine and explore how scholars of rhetoric can contribute to 
interdisciplinary Science, Technology, and Medicine Studies.   
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of First-Year English (or the equivalent) and third-year standing 
 
Required Texts: 

 Jan Golinski, Making Natural Knowledge 
 Custom course packet including readings by Charles Bazerman, Donna Haraway, Leah 

Ceccarelli, Bruno Latour, Thomas Kuhn, Carl Herndl, Greg Wilson, Alan Gross, Carolyn Miller, 
etc.  
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Course Requirements: 

 Two reading synthesis papers 25% 
 Midterm exam 30% 
 Final exam 35% 
 Participation 10% 

 


