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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 320: History of the English Language (6 credits) 
 
Instructor: Stefan Dollinger 
Section: 001 
Term: 1-2 
 
Course Description: 
In this course we will be tracing the development of the English language from its Indo-European 
beginnings to the present day from a linguistic perspective. We will deal with the internal development 
of the language (its â€˜structureâ€™) on all levels: sounds (phonology), grammar (morphology & 
syntax), word meaning (semantics) and orthography and some select pragmatic features (language in 
use). We will also explore the most important events in the language-external history (‘political, social 
and cultural history’) that shaped the language. As we are covering a vast period of more than two 
millennia, our aim is to put the various stages of development in relation to each 
other: what happened when and with what results – and, if possible, why. Along the way we will be 
dealing with texts from different periods. Term 1 will cover the development until the end of the Old 
English period (around 1100 AD), term 2 from Middle English times to the present day. 
 
Note: This is a full-year, 6-credit course, spanning from September to April. You will get ONE grade at 
the end of two terms. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Brinton, Laurel J. and Leslie K. Arnovick. 2011 The English Language: A Linguistic 
Introduction. Second edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

[NOTE: the first edition of this book, from 2006, may be used but you are required to copy sections 
that differ in the second edition, or are not present, in any case. While using the first edition with 
copies is more time consuming, it is doubtless cheaper]. 

 Aitchison, Jean. 2001. Language Change: Progress or Decay? 3rd ed. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 Readings on WebCT Vista. 

Course Requirements: 
This is an on-campus course. Attendance and participation are therefore mandatory. You are expected 
to come to class prepared (assigned readings). Attendance and participation are worth 10% (term 2) 
and 20% (term 1). 
 
Term 1: 

 IPA Quiz (10%) 



 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

 Midterm exam (30%) 
 Lexicology Project: research one Canadian English word (see www.dchp.ca for a primer) 

(40%) 

Term 2: 

 Group presentation (45 minutes) on the development of a variety of English, based on 
guided individual and group literature research (40%) 

 Midterm exam (10%) 
 Final exam (in exam period) (40%) 

 

http://www.dchp.ca/

