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ENGL 343: Old English Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Stephen Partridge 
Section: 001 
Term: 2 
 

Old English Literature in Translation 

 
Course Description: 
The best-known and most-read work of Old English literature is certainly Beowulf, and this epic will be 
our central reading for this course. Topics we will consider include the nature of the hero, the 
relationship between “pagan” and Christian elements, the roles of women, the hero’s adversaries, 
genre(s) and structure, theories of the poem’s origins and date, the poem’s historiographical and 
ethnographic qualities – and others. We will begin the term by reading some shorter Old English works, 
such as heroic poems (The Battle of Maldon), elegaic poems (The Wanderer, The Seafarer), wisdom 
poetry (Gnomic Verses), and prose saints’ lives, chronicles, and history, in order to acquaint ourselves 
with the literary culture out of which Beowulf emerged. After reading these and Beowulf, we will at the 
end of the term consider the presence of the poem, and Old English literature generally, in modern 
literature and popular culture, including poetry, fiction, opera, theater, graphic novels and comics, and 
film. 
 
No reading knowledge of Old English is required, and there will be no formal instruction in the 
language, as all readings will be in modern English translation. Students with some background in Old 
English will have opportunities to make use of their knowledge in the term paper if they wish. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Beowulf, trans. Seamus Heaney, ed. Daniel Donoghue (Norton Critical Edition). 
 The Anglo-Saxon World, ed. Kevin Crossley-Holland (Oxford World’s Classics). 

Course Requirements: 

 A presentation 
 Term paper and prospectus 
 April exam 
 Occasional brief quizzes 
 Class attendance, preparation, and participation 

 


