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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 347A: Renaissance Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. K. Sirluck 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Ideas of Order and Disorder in the Literature of the English Renaissance 

 
Course Description: 
This course proposes to examine ideas of order and their contravention or inversion in the literature of 
the English Renaissance, from Marlowe to Hobbes.Â  We will begin by discussing Christian ideas of 
religious and cosmological order, in addition to political theory, social and domestic theory, and the 
ordering of the human within a relatively stable (though aggressively contested) ideological framework. 
In juxtaposition with this, we will explore the popular tropes of Disorder, especially the carnival trope of 
the World Upside Down as it appears in Elizabethan and Jacobean texts and their 
antecedents.Â  Representations of the World Upside Down entail the articulation and reversal of crucial 
cultural terms. In some works, the â€œnormalâ€• relation of these terms to each other is disrupted in 
such a way as to call them into question.Â  Bearing in mind the rapid expansion of the capitalist 
economy at this time; the general decline of respect for the monarchy and the aristocracy; and the 
increasing liquidity of property and consequently of identity, we will consider related crises of 
authority.Â  These will include the emergence of popular protest; alterations in the situation and 
representation of women; new ideas concerning the ubiquity of the marketplace, and anxieties over 
poverty and employment.Â  Renaissance literature, long understood as participating more or less 
earnestly in the reproduction of accepted ideas of order, is now seen by many as the locus of a new, 
undefined and uncontainable nexus of intellectual and social negotiations, which posed challenges to 
the epistemological and ideological absolutes of the time.Â  We shall approach our texts in an attempt 
to understand Early Modern Englandâ€™s fear of, and desire for, the inverted world. 
 
Required Texts: 

 The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 1, 8th edition (or alternatively this 
material can be found on-line or bought piece-meal if students don’t already own the 
Anthology from a previous course, and don’t wish to buy it). 

 Shakespeare, Troilus and Cressida 
 Thomas Middleton, Women Beware Women 

Our readings will include: Christopher Marlowe, Doctor Faustus; William Shakespeare, Twelfth 
Night, Troilus and Cressida; Thomas Middleton, Women Beware Women; and selections from: Pico 
della Mirandola, On the Dignity of Man, François Rabelais, “Author’s Prologue” to Gargantua and 
Pantagruel; Michel de Montaigne, “Apology for Raimond Sebond”;Edmund Spenser, The Faerie 
Queene, Bks. 2 & 3; John Donne, from An Anatomy of the World; Amelia Lanyer, “Eve’s Apology in 
Defense of Women”; Francis Bacon, The Advancement of Learning and Novum Organum; John 
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Milton, Paradise Lost, Bk. 3; Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity; Thomas 
Hobbes, Leviathan.  
 
Course Requirements: 

 In-class Essay 25% 
 Term Paper 40% 
 Debating and participation 5% 
 Final Exam 30% 

 


