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Section: 001 
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Non-Shakespearean Late Renaissance Drama: A Great Rescue Mission 

 
Course Description: 
The function of this course is to engage with a number of brilliant playwrights who, crushed under the 
popular fist of Bardolatry, have been kicked rudely aside to the margins of the canon. Certainly the 
‘isms’ of the past several decades, and a growing sensitivity to the careless boundaries of the canon, 
have spearheaded the rescue mission, but it will continue in our class as we uncover the technical, 
theatrical, and literary brilliance of such playwrights as Beaumont, Fletcher, Middleton, Webster, and 
Ford.  Engaging with a variety of media (text, stage, screen, supporting literary materials), this course 
will demonstrate that the Golden Age of English Drama was not the result of one amazing playwright, 
but was created by a big bang of extraordinary people, astonishing talent, and unprecedented events : 
popular, commercial, social, political, religious, cultural, and academic. 
 
Over the term we will consider six plays: Beaumont, Knight of the Burning Pestle; Beaumont and 
Fletcher, The Maid’s Tragedy; Middleton (?), Revenger’s Tragedy; Middleton, A Chaste Maid in 
Cheapside; Webster, The Duchess of Malfi; Ford, Tis Pity She’s a Whore 
 
Required Texts: 

 David Bevington ed. English Renaissance Drama (Norton, 2002). 

Course Requirements: 
Students will write 

 a midterm test (30%), 
 a term paper (25%), 
 a final exam which covers the second half of the term (30%), 
 and a student project which looks at an individual play from the angle of performance 

(stage or screen) (15%).Please note that while this project has an acting element, you will 
have the option of a ‘behind the scenes’ role. 

 


