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ENGL 359B: Studies in Romanticism (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Alexander Dick 
Section: 002 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
Focusing on 5 seminal poets of the Romantic era—Mary Robinson, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, William 
Wordsworth, Percy Shelley, and John Keats—this writing-intensive course will explore the way 
Romantic poetics developed in relation to the protocols of speaking, writing, and publishing of its 
era.  Taking advantage of newly available material both in print and online we will read a selection of 
poems in their original settings, in newspapers, collections, and books, consider the care with which 
the Romantics presented their poems to their respective reading publics and examine how, in turn, 
those publics responded to it. We will consider the extent to which many of the themes that we 
traditionally associate with the Romantics’ “authenticity” (nature, the imagination, the “self”) were 
products of the generic and marketing protocols of a powerful publishing industry. 
 
Recognizing the like importance of reception to an understanding of how Romanticism developed, this 
writing-intensive course will also foreground and compare the protocols of assessment used 
to read these poems during the Romantic period and in our own time. The class will be asked, on a 
regular basis, to perform writing and reading exercises (on-the-spot research into critical concepts and 
theoretical schools, presentations on definitions, online research and text comparisons, scholarly 
summaries and responses, peer-review) both in class and outside it. The formal (and evaluated) 
assignments for the course will build on class discussions and research, and follow the formal stages of 
scholarly research in the field from primary, textual analysis, to bibliographic research, to summary, 
outline, draft, and revision, toward the completion of a final research essay. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Mary Robinson, selections from two volumes of Poems (1791 and 1793); with other poems 
by “Della Cruscan” poets, Robert Merry, Hannah Cowley, and William Parsons published 
in The World and other literary magazines; selections from poems published in The Morning 
Post, all contained in Mary Robinson: Selected Poetry and Prose (Broadview) 

 William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads, 1798 and 1800 editions, 
Gamer (ed.) (Broadview) 

 Robinson, Lyrical Tales (1801) in Selected Poetry and Prose 
 John Keats, Lamia, Isabella, the Eve of St. Agnes, and other Poems (1819), available in 

several editions online and from Cox (ed.), Keats’ Poetry and Prose(Norton) 
 Percy Bysshe Shelley, Prometheus Unbound and other Poems (1820), available in several 

editions online and from Reiman and Freistat (eds.), Shelley’s Poetry and Prose (Norton) 

 


