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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 362: Studies in a Nineteenth-Century Genre (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. S. Bose 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
"There are three rules for writing plays," declares Oscar Wilde. "The first rule is not to write like Henry 
Arthur Jones; the second and third rules are the same." Out of a century characterized by prolific 
playwrights and the theatrical innovations in Britain, only Wilde, Shaw and perhaps Pinero seem to 
have emerged as legitimate dramatists whose work continues to be performed today. In this course on 
nineteenth-century drama, we will attempt to recover the work of some of Wilde and Shaw's 
contemporaries, as well as some of their immediate predecessors. We will explore some of the main 
dramatic genres of the nineteenth century, such as melodrama, farce, society drama and the problem 
play. We will often study plays in pairs or sets, so we can better consider the evolution of a form or a 
theme throughout the course of the century. Our focus will be on the twin themes that underlie many 
of the plays: the secret identity and the rebellious woman. While this course is by no means a survey of 
the nineteenth century, it should provide students with a good understanding of this dramatic period. 
Texts to be studied will be posted later, and will include plays by Oscar Wilde, George Bernard Shaw, 
Arthur Wing Pinero, and Henrik Ibsen. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Oscar Wilde. Plays. (Penguin) 
 S. Bose, ed. Course Package of Plays. (Canadian Scholar’s Press) 

Course Requirements: 

 Contributions to the class (class discussion, attendance):  5% 
 Midterm (in-class essay): 20% 
 Group Presentation A (annotated bibliography and seminar):   10% 
 Group Presentation B (scholarly + creative): 10% 
 Term Paper (home essay):  25% 
 Final Examination (essay and short questions): 30% 

 


