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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 364L: Nineteenth-Century Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Laila Ferreira 
Section: 004 
Term: 2 
 

The Democracy of Print 
 
Course Description: 
This course approaches literature of the nineteenth century through Richard D. Altick’s influential 
study: “the story of how, through numberless tribulations, and against what sometimes appeared to be 
hopeless odds, there took root and eventually flourished in nineteenth-century England a revolutionary 
social concept: that of the democracy of print” (The English Common Reader: A Social History of the 
Mass Reading Public, 1800-1900 1). Altick is referring to the link between developments in print 
technology of the late eighteenth century, the rapid rise in the printing and publication of works of 
writing throughout the nineteenth, and the increased accessibility of those works to a range of new 
readers. Both the rise in writing and print and its increased accessibility precipitated an overwhelming 
response from nineteenth-century writers and thinkers. This response was itself deployed through 
print, and carried within it anxieties about the recent French Revolution (1789-99) and the effects of 
nineteenth-century developments in science and technology, politics and economics on British 
institutions and values. Such effects included what Altick describes as the growing demands of a new 
“ill-educated mass audience” on what was written and published and for their own voice in the life of 
the nation. 
 
Throughout the term, we will analyze a variety of works that address the perceived dangers and 
possibilities of a “democratization of print” in the long nineteenth century. We will situate the course 
readings within the history of their production and publication as well as on the history of critical 
interpretations of the Romantic and Victorian eras. This will include supplementing each work with 
shorter texts about the relationship between society and the publishing, buying and reading of print in 
the era. The relationship between recent revolutionary movements and new communication technology 
will also be kept in mind as we approach the course readings. 
 
Required Texts: 
(available through the UBC bookstore) 

 Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey 
 Charles Dickens, David Copperfield 
 George Gissing, New Grub Street 
 Frederick Mansel Reynolds, The Keepsake for 1829 (Broadview) 
 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 
 Plus additional shorter materials posted on Vista 

http://www.elearning.ubc.ca/lms/login-to-vista/
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Course Requirements (Possible): 

 Short response papers (x5) 
 group presentation 
 report 
 final paper and exam 

 
 


